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HOUSE JOURNAL.

MONDAY, February 20th, 1865.

At a called session of the Legislature of the State of

Mississippi, convened at Columbus, on Monday the twentieth

day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight

hundred and sixty-five, in compliance with the Constitution

of the State and the Laws in conformity therewith, and in

the sovereignty of the State the 48th, and in the 5th year of

the Independence of the Confederate States of America.
The. place of meeting of the Legislature having been.

changed from the Capitol of the State to Columbus by virtue

of the following proclamation of His '' Excellency, the

Governor, to wit:

• PROCLAMATION.
Executive Office, .Hi aeon, Miss.

^Yheeeas, the destitution of a portion of the people
calls for immediate ' relief, and other matters of im-

portance to the State demand prompt legislative action ; and
whereas the city of Jackson remains dangerous from the

proximity of the enemy, therefore" I; diaries Clark, Governor
of Mississippi, do direct that the Legislature of the State

convene at Columbus, Mississippi, on ;.-:onday the 20th lay.

of February 1865.
i

*

^ Given under my hand and the great seal of State

1 affixed, this 19th day of January. A. D. 1865.
I «';]TAG1

V
rrr.Ai

\z
CHAS: CLARK.

By the Governor.
'

C. A. Brougher, Secretary of State.

Be it remembered, that on the day andyear aforesaid, being
the time and place for the assembling of the Legislature of

Mississippi, in conformity to the Constitution and Laws of

the State," and the proclamation of the fxpvernor aforesaid,

the House was called to order at 12 m.. ia the j&iptlij$



Church, being the house designated for the assemblage of the

same by Robert C. Miller, Clerk.

The Speaker being absent, on motion of Mr. Yandell,
Hon. ft. Seal, of Harrison, was called to the Chair.

Prayer by Piev. Dr. Lyon, of the Presbyterian church.

Upon a call of the roll, thirty Representatives answered to

to theii names. No quorom being present,

On motion of Mr. Murdock, the House adjourned until

3 1-2 o'clock, p. M.

3 1-2 o'clock, p. m.

House met pursuant to adjourn merit.

tion. L. E. Houston, Speaker, in the chair.

Mr. Shelley introduced Messrs. Bromley of Itawamba and
Dancer of Tippah, elected to till vacancies in their respective

counties* who took the oath of office and entered upon the

discharge of their duties.

Upon a call of the roll forty-four Representatives an-

swered to their names.

No quorum being present, upon motion of Mr, Upsha^v the

House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock.

TUESD iY, February 2Ifit. 18S5".

House met-.

Prayer by the Hov- Mr. •"-'tain back of C. P. church.

Upon call of the roil 47 members ailswered to tli.eir names.

No quorum being present, on motion of -Mr. Seal of Har-

rison, the >ergcant-at-arms was instructed to brivig in absen-

tees. Two other members answering to their names auet

thr-re being still mo quorum »

(3n motion of Mr. .Seal of Harrison, the Souse adjourned",

until 3 1-2 p.m.

3 1-2 CLOCK, P. M.

. House met.

Upon call of the roll 5Smembers answered to their nam'es:

Mr. Reagan offered the following resolutions, which were

adopted :

Rtsj'vcd, That the Clerk inform the Senate that the

House is now organized and ready to proceed to business.

Reso&ed' That" a committee of fiv? on tin part, of the



House, and en tfee part of the Senate, be appointed

to wait on His Excellency, the Governor, and inform him
that the two Houses are now organized and ready to receive

any communications he may have to make.

The Speaker appointed as said committee, on the part of

•the House, Messrs. Reagan, Staples, Eskridge, Gray and
Bromley.
The following message was received from the Senate,

through their Secretary, Mr. Porter.

Mr. Speaker—I atn instructed to inform the House of

Representatives that the Senate has been organized by the

election of D. R. Corly as Door-keeper, and are now ready

to proceed to business.

Mr. Johnson, of Desoto, by leave introduced a bill to be

entitled "An Act to authorize the Speaker of.the House of

Representatives and President of the Senate to appoint Mes-
sengers between'Vne two bodies," which was on his motion,

under a suspension of the rules, read three several times, and
passed, title standing as stated.

Mr. Reagan offered joint resolutions of thanks, &c, to

Moj. Gen. N. B. Forrest, and on his motion the constitution-

al rule was suspended and the resolutions read "second

time and adopted.
,

The following message was received from the Senate :

Mr. Speaker —The Senate have concurred in the joint

resolutions of the House, appointing joint committee to wait

on His Excellency, the Governor, &c, and have filled the

blank in said' resolution with three. Messrs. Hamilton,
Moore and Griffin have been appointed as said comdittee on
the part of the Senate.

Mr. Tindall offered the following resolution :

Resolved, The Senate concurring, that a committee of five

on the part of the House, and on the part of the

Senate, be appointed to report on the justice and propriety

of increasing the compensation of the members of the Legis-

lature daring the present session.

Mr. .Murdoch offered the following as a substitute:

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to

examine and report whether it is "within the power of this

Legislature to pass any law by which the members can re-

ceive a sufficient amount of compensatioa to enable them to

-jupay board bills while attending the sessions.

On motion of Mr. Rucks the substitute was laid upon the
table.



On motion of -Mr, 'Tin (I all ..the rule wa3 suspended, re-so-

iutioia v? n
.s read second time and adopted.

Mr. Barnett offered series of resolutions in relation to

Gen. Jos. E. Johnston, "which were adopted.

Mr. Brawn asked andlo-btained leave of absence for the
remainder of the clay.

Mr. -Reagan, from joint committee to wait on the Governor
repoiuOu that they had discharged the duty "assigned them,
and 4

; Governor would oomnwnieate his message in

. and on his motion the report was received and
agreed to. .

Mr. Yandell asked and obtained leave to refer a bill with-

out reading to the Committee on Military Affairs.

I The following message was received from His Excellency,

.the Governor, through Lis private secretary, M'r. L
3
oin dexter.

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE,

EXECUTIVE' OFFICE,
Columbus, Miss., February 20, 1865.

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives:

Having convened you under circumstances that subject

you to great inconvenience and discomfort, I shall omit many
subjects which I desire to bring to the attention of the Leg-

islature hereafter, and confine myself in this communication
to those only which I. deem necessary foi your present ac-

tion, and this I propose to do briefly and practically.

DESTITUTE FAMILIES.

The scarcity of provisions in some parts of our State, and
the difficulty of transportation have already caused some
^distress and threaten great suffering, especially to that class

who are your peculiar care—the families of our soldiers.

The apparently liberal contributions heretofore made by
you will not suffice. Where the want is the greatest your

money is of least value, and those who have hoarded supplies

will not sell. In some parts the partial failur3 of the corn

crop, and in others the incursions of the enemy, and the con-

sumption by our own army, have drained the Country and
raised priqes to fabulous rates. The destruction of locomo-

tives and cars on our railroads, and the impossibility of re-



im-

pairing them, have so impaired their efficiency as to disable

them at times from transporting- all the freight offered. Our
public officers, charged with supplying the destitute, are not
as vigilant and pertinacious as the^specidators and others en-,

gaged in remunerative business, ajd the latter control the

roads' to the exclusion of the farmer. Legislation can apply
a remedy for this.' The railroad companies, a [plough private

corporations, have certain duties to perform^ s public; car-

riers, and as such are liable to legislative regulatiffl. Their
charters were granted to advance great public v sre^'-Tiieir
franchises were given Upon condition that they would srbse'rve

those interests ; and what those interests are, it is for you
and the courts of ,the country to determine. > The first of

these is to feed the people. To effect this, I sjiall, without
discussion, recommend for your consideration the following

measures: v

That the exclusive and unlawful preference given to ex-

press companies, be forbidden, or limited to articles of small

bulk or great value. That public officers in charge of stores

for the destitute-shall have preference, and shall be entitle!

to transportation for their freight on reasonable notice.

That citizens shipping for their own use, by themselves on

agents, and not for speculation or sale, shall be next in ordeif

of privilege, the amount of transportation demanded being
jf

reasonable, and the facts alleged established by proot if re-

quired.

That thetpower of impressment of engines as well as cars,

be vested in the Governor. " The power now extends only

to the cars.
.

•

That it be made a criminal offense for any officer pr em-

ployee of a railroad to refuse to discharge his duties connect-

ed with engines and cars so impressed.

I am no enenw to railroads. I have no insa&e hatred of

corpora tii ins. Corporate franchises are necessary to alL

great works of public improvement created by priv-j.te capi-

.

tal.

But 1 dn oppose their abuses, and advocate the rtgat and
duty of ii;?sfi,', bv whose gran-, they havf .

\

.•. linary

powers, ui -ur^V' it f, nd the .^xercise^of those power-? nd see

thai tii cy (• . n :i This cin be done through the

court?,. ' *< iegislatioii i3 necessary to make this

supervii

The
J.

.

*. Vxte, chap, 35)'as-to remedies for

fdrfei ' :vtdes that tlie district attot&ey may
proco'\

. ^.-ii'atioD, &q.. He l&ouM be corkpdl > to rro-'

"
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ceed upon a reasonable showing—or upon the order of the

Governor upon a showing before him. The courts after
'

judgment of forfeiture or ouster, have the power to appoint
trustees. They should have the power, in proper cases, to

appoint trustees on the first hearing of the petition, and in

case of railroads, to transfer the full possession, management
and control, to the trustees until the final hearing and trial.

Instances of extortion and other causes of forfeiture, have
been stated to me, which, if proved to my satisfaction, would,
"have been sufficient cause for proceedings

; and would have
been instituted regardless of the threats sometimes made,
that the company would, if interfered with, abandon their

road to its fate. It is for you to ma*ke the inquiry, and pro-

vide the remedy ;
either such as are above indicated, or by

indictment or otherwise as your wisdom may determine.

As the "wants of the needy cannot otherwise be supplied, I

recommend to your consideration a reasonable tax in kind
on grain, and the power of impressment at prices to be fixed

by commissioners.

I see no constitutional objection to either. Both have
been exercised by the Confederate government, and have
been held to be constitutional- Your powers are granted by
a constitution, and these are not prohibited to you.

I recommend also an increase of the tax for the benefit ci

indigent families to such amount as your more intimate ac-

quaintance with the wants and means of your constituents

may warrant. There is n© subject in which I feel a deeper

interest than this, cut off as we are by physical disability, or
' by our public duties and responsibilities, from the glorious

privilege of fighting the battles of our country, we may yet

perform an acceptable service by providing and caring for

the loved families of our brave soldiers who are fighting

those battles for us.

EDUCATION OF SOLDIERS' CHILDREN.

Under the resolution passed and approved August 13th,
•* 1864, Rt. Rev. Win. M. Green, Hon. Wm. L. Sharkey, Hon.
A. H. Handy, R't Rev'd Rob't Paine, R't Rev'd "W. H. Elder,

Rev'd John Hunter, Rev'd George, C. Harris, Rev'd T. W.
Caskey, Rev'd D. E. Burns, Rev'd T. G. Barney, Rev'd P. P.

Neeley, D. D., Rev'd James A. Lyon. D. D., Rev'd Dan'l P.

Bestor, Major J. N. Harper, Hon. E. J. Goode, Hon. George"

H. Gordon. Hon. George Torrey, Hon. John J. McRae, Hon. •

J. M. Howry, Hon. E. S. Fisher, were appointed commis-
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sionors to procure donations and subscriptions, and to report

a plan for the education of the children of our soldiers.

They were to have convened at Jackson - on 4th January
last, but only a minority were present. Under a subsequent

order of the chairman, the commissioners were to have met
at Jackson on the 15th instant, and J> hope to receive their

report in time io lay it before you for your consideration. It

is not too early to commence the great and good work con-

templated in the resolutions. All' that is desired may not

be effected, but you may secure the means of education -to

thousands of those whose claims upon the State cannot be
disregarded.

It is hoped that the commissioners will, with the powerful
aid of the reverend clergy, canvass the Stato for donations

and subscriptions of money and property. By this meatis^

millions may be placed in the treasury, ttf be appropriated to-

education. I recommend, that there be also raised for this

purpose, annually, the sum of five hundred thousand dollars

by taxation, and that the commissioners be authorized to re-

ceive the sum of live millions of dollars, in donations or loans

to the State, \\iq. amounts lent to be repaid to the lender, af-

ter — years from the termination of the war, without inter-

est. The absolute donation, and the interest, say ten per-

cent, per annurn,f.on the loans, to be the school fund to be ex-

pended. You -hould, at this session, provide for the raising

and appropriation of this fund.

9 STATE TROOPS AND MILITIA.

All the State troops, except two companies uqder Major
Montgomery, li.ive b„en reporting to Confederate command- .

ers. I have proposed to transfer the whole force to>the Con-
federate service, in their present organization, subject to con-

solidation and reorganization under the acts of Congress ;

'

but the proposition has not yet been accepted. Chief Jus-

tice Handy, in a case lately tried before him, decided (hat

nien in the mi-itary sfesviee of the State, between the ages of*

18 and 45 years were liable to conscription. The offer to

transfer these troops was made before the decision referred

to. I have given notice that so soon as the troops can bo

mustered by the Confederate officers for payment, they wilt

be transferred, with their consent, or discharged from State-

service. . .,.-- ;, •

. But little P^J is due these'•' volunteers from the State.
.

They have been lo^g since virtually transferred, except two-

companies of Major Montgomery's battalion, which', at the
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urgent request of the citizens on "the Mississippi river, -were

sent "back Isft fall to the county- of Bolivar, for the protec-

tion of the people in that and the adjoining °cou- ties from
raiding parfies.of the enemy..

An appeal has been taken to the high court from the de-

cision of the ''chief justice. I could not recognize the polit-

ical doctririe .therein expressed, and on which it is founded,

that the reserved right of the State to keep troops in time

of war, could be abrogated by an act of Congress. If all

men between the ages of seventeen and fifty years were, by
the act of Cdngress of the l?th of Feb'ry, 1864, and pre-

vious acts, "potentially in the Confederate army." many of

your most important civil, officers are subject to be with-

drawn from their duties, and hold -their offices at the will of

the President alone. i

The militia are now the only troops left us to enforce the

laws, and to protect the inhabitants against dangers at home.
These if properly organized may be made effective for this

purpose. The popular objection to the militia system arises

not from the enforcement of the law, but the failure to enforce

it. When the call was made last summer, to repel the

threatened invasion of the enemy, the men from some por-

tions of the State responded en masse, and a large force was
organized, armed, equipped and ready, in a few days.to meet
it; but there were thousands who* disobeyed the call, and
from borne counties not a man responded.

The statute requires that the defaulters should be ''arrested

and brought before a court martial for trial." This could

only be done by a military force and there was none under

my control thai could be used for this purpose, as I could not

call out the militia except in case of "an"emergency arising

from an invasion or threatened invasion of the State by the

enemy. ' General court'martiais were organized, but no offi-

cers could be found to execute even a summons, as it was qot

made by lav/ the duty of the Sheriff or other civil .officers.

Irecom»end therefore that this defect be remedied by impos-

ing on Sheriffs and constables, as well as military officers, the

duty of serving and returning every summons, supoeua, or

other writ issued by a court martial
;

that the courts be au-

thorized to proceed without the arrest, and to impose the

penalties ; the sentences to be executed by the civil or mili-

tary officers to whom the writ is addressed, or in whose hands

it ma'y be placed. Charges have been preferred against the

delinquents reported to the courts, and they may still bo

tried and punished.
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I recommend also a repeal of the clause which limits the

term of service to thirty days, and that the ; Governor be au-

thorized to call out all or any part of the militia when the

public interest may require such service. Without this the

laws cannot be enforced. The country is filled with desert-

ers and marauders. Crimes are daily committed and ths of-

fenders escape punishment.

I have made arrangements with the Confederate authori-

ties for forage and rations, in all parts of the State, and pro-

pose, immediately upon 3
four gran ting, the authority, to call

out the whole militia, for the purpose of apprehending de-

serters, and of clearing the State of the robbers and plunder-

ers who infest it.

E X ,E If P T S .

The number of civil officers, especially of justices of the

peace and constables; in the State is.greater than is required

for the due enforcement of the laws. You can diminish the

list and place a battalion in the held, The Constitution1 does

not specify What number of justices of the peace and con-

stables shall be elected in each county. You can limit the

•number, and I recommend that this be now done,.and the

counties districted anew. The offices of the present incum-

bents may be terminated by virtue
t
o( the amendment to the

Constitution adopted in convention January 20, 1881. I

respectfully call your attention to.this subject, and recommend
it to your serious consideration. In one county {here are

more than fifty justices and constables, and if the official du-

ties performed by them all were imposed on oneman.be
would not be overburdened. From two to four justices and
half as many constables would be sufficient to transact all

the business pertaining to these offices in any county, and
the duties would be 'performed efficiently.

?ClAL REPORTS.

I shall, at an early day of your session, have the honor
to lay before you reports irom the Auditor of Fuchc Ac-

counts, the State Treasurer, the commissioners to examine
the Auditor's and Treasurer's offices, the commissioners to

examine the executive and military offices, the annual aud
special reports from the Quartermaster General, Sifrgeon

General, Chief of Ordnance, Keeper of the Capitol, and
from the Asylums, State Distillery, and State Salt Works.

CEIMES.
A more vigorous enforcement of the criminal laws should



'be provided for. In some counties near the enemies lines,

the courts cannot he held ;
in othors, the judges *eglect their

duties. I recommend the establishment of inferior courts of
criminal jurisdiction, embracing these counties and those ad-

joining where the courts may be safely held. Tho Oonsttu-

t!on does not require that an offender shall be tried in the
county where The offence was committed, but by a jury of
that county. Let the courts be in frequent session, that crim-

inals may have, speedy trial and swift punishment.
I also recommend that civil actions against defaulting tax

collectors and other debtors to the State, may be instituted

and tried in any county in the district in which the party
resides, or in an adjoining district, at the discretion of the

Attorney general.

PENITENTIARY.

Until you see proper to authorize the rebuilding of the

Penitentiary, 1 advise that such change be made in the stat-

utes as to impose ail the duties now performed by the super-

intendent, 'clerk, and inspectors, on one' officer. Tho prison-

ers being confined in jails and ia the penitentiary of Alabama,
there is no necessity for the corps of saleried officers and
employees now authorized. One officer reporting directJy

to the governor will be sufficient. As some of the jails in

which convicts are confined are insecure and unsafe, power
should be given to remove them to places of security, and to

pay the expenses out of the penitentiary fund, which will be

ample for the purpose.

NEGSO ENLISTMENTS.

I cordially united with the Governors of Virginia, North
Carolina, Georgia and Alabama, whom I had the pleasure

of meeting at Augusta in October last, in recommending the

policy of employing a large force of negroes in the array as

teamsters and laborers, or in in ly capacity in which they

might be found effective. WhatcvJ^may be the public opin-

ion on tins subject, J hesitate not nrneclare mine,
(
that, with

• competent officers and firm discipline, they can be made
effective soldiers; and that the experiment should now bo

made. The whole argument is summed up in a remark at-

tributed to one of our most distinguished leaders : '"If we
do not use them the. enemy will." The greatest objection

come*s from our people near the lines of the enemy, who
allege that the

1

attempt, to conscribe them will drive them to

the enemy. This may be prevented by the master removing

his able-bodied men from* such vicinity, and sending them to
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the array. To send cavalry to capture thorn •will producer

.the effect feared, as has been demonstrated heretofore ; and.

i?. as is anticipated, Congress passes a bi.il authorizing- a

conscription of negros, either.as laborers or as soldiers, own-

ers near the line should immediately remove them. It Would,

be well that a^l able bodied male slaves between the ages of

eighteen and forty- five years should be so removed; as, if only

a- part are taken, the remainder, through fear would endeavor

to escape. We forced the removal or destruction of cotton

to prevent it failing hito the hands of the enemy; why,; then,

not reniove that property of which they have made such.

fearful use? I do. not, however, favor the granting of free-

dom to slaves, or of offering it as a boon. It is no boon to

them. Few of them aspire to thi^or covet it. Steady, firm;

but kind discipline, such as good masters enforce, is ail that

is required. Freedom would be a curse to them unci to the
country. These views I expressed to our delegation in Con-
gress in November last, and I state them hero, as I deem it

the duty of all who hare beer, placed in prominent position

to candidly avow 'their opinions at this time upon tbe vital

questions which agitato the public mind.

CONDITION OP THE COUNTRY.

1 cannot conclude this message without alluding briefly to

the condition of the country, in the late gloom and depres-

sion, when ail desired peace, it is not matter of astonishment

that the timid anal averacioas should have abated their for-

. mer• Honorable demands, and that a few-, encouraged by the

apparant despondency, should; have dared to utter their senti-

ments of disloyalty. The clamor for negotiation was raised.

This righteous war for the defence of our libertie- was de-

nounced, and those who had not the manliness to approve it, or
the courage to meet its dangers, began openly to congratulate
themselves that their prophecies of final disaster were about
to be fulfilled. Some who cried so lustily for peace, and de-

nounced the President for not making overtures, would have
accepted peace on any forms short of the loss of property.

Our enemies, presuming on the alleged obstinacy of Presi-

dent Davis, thought to profit by the occasion, and sent emis-
saries to Richmond to foster this disaffection, by pretended
offers of negotiation. They were wisely met and foiled.

Negotiation has but demonstrated the folly of negotiation atx

such a juncture. Able and patriotic men, known to. be the
friends of peace, headed' by. the great apostle of negotiations,

* have concluded their labors, and. have brought back to us the
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terms—unconditional submission—absolute subjection to the

will of their President and their Congress. T :e proposi-

tion is made to Mississippi, and to each 8tate separately, to

desert the ranks of her Confederates to whose cause her people

have pledged " their lives, their fortunes and their sacred

honor,'' a' cause holy in our eyes as it it just in the sight 'of

Heaven, the cause of right, of equality, of free government.
Let us congratulate the country that the issue is now lairly

lnacje—victory oV subjugation— freedom or slavery. Our
people are ready to meet the issue, and I recommend that you
solemnly and firmly declare that* Mississippi will be true to

her plighted faith to her sister Confederates, and will con-

quer or perish with them. That we will never again submit
. to the exactions nd extortions of the North to maintain

their interests at the expense of curs : never will submit to

pay the cost of our own capture and of the chains with

which we are to be bound, and that rather than abandon our
cherished and christian institution of domestic slavery, wc
will send our servants with our sons to the' battle field, to

fight for our right to protect and guard them against their

worst enemies. Your resolutions will be responded to by the

defiant shouts cf the army and the acclamations of the people.

Trie President, pursuant to a resolution of Congress, has

appointed Friday the 10th of March next, as a day of fan t-

ing, humiliation and prayer, (with thanksgiving) for invoking

the la\or of Almighty God.
I recommend that you also join in the invitation to its

observance. Let the nation bow its knee to the Almighty.

To Him we look for help in time of trouble. "He is able

to save and strong to deliver." Let us put our trust in Him,
and thus confiding renew the battle.

CHARLES CLARK, Governor.

On motion of Mr. Arnold, the message was laid on the

table, and five hundred copies ordered to be printed for the

use of the House.

On roj.tion of Mr. Reagan, the message was made the

special order for to-morrow, Wednesday, 22d, at 12 M.
Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, offered the following resolution,

which was adopted :

Resolved, That Brigadier General J. R. Chalmers be

invited to address the Legislature, at such time as ma}' suit

his convenience, and that the use of this hall be tendered

him for that purpose.



*r

15 •

Mr. Reagan offered a series of joint Vesolutibns, declafa-
tory of the determination of Mississippi, on the prosecution
of the war. Read first time, and placed^ on the calendar.

On motion of Mr. Hendon, the House adjourned until 10
o'clock, A. M.

WEDNESDAY, February 22, 1865.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Prayer by Rev. Dr. Lyon.

Journal of yesterday read and approved.

The. following message was received from the Senate:
* Mr. Speaker : The senate have passed a bill entitled .

"An act to change the name of Frances R. Blackmar, of
'

Hinds county, in which the concurrence of the House ig<

desired ; and have passed House bill ' entitled 'An act to.

authorize the Speaker of the House of Representatives and
President of the Senate to appoint messengers between the

two Houses."
Mr. Brown offered the following resolution, which was

adopted :

, Resolved, That the ministers of this city he invited to

open the sessions of this House, each morning, with prayer,

and that the clerk communicate this resolution to them.

Mr. Irby asked an indefinite leave of absence for Mr.
Maxwell, on account of ill health, which was granted.

Mr. Bestor, by leave, introduced a joint resolution in re-

lation to School Commissioners, which was read twice, un-

der a suspension of the rules, and adopted.

Being the regular day J or the call of counties, Mr. Liddell

presented the petition of O. L. Kimbrough, of Carroll

county, which, on his motion, was referred, without read-

ing, to the Committee on Judiciary.

Mr. Allen presented the petition of J. P. McCracken, of

DeSoto county, which, on his motion, was referred, without

reading, to the Committee on Judiciar}1".

Mr. Seal, of Hancock, introduced a bill, entitled "An
act to remove the civil disabilities of Evander-H. Russ, a
minor? of Hancock county," which, on his motion, wa's read
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rule, and passed, title .standing as stated.

Mr. Owen presented the petition of Thomas J. Arnold, of

Holmes county, which, on Lis motion, was referred to the

Committee ontdaims, without reading.

Sir. Barton presented a bill, entitled an "An act for the

veliei' of M, D. Files, formertSherifF of Itawamba county,"

which, on his motion, with the accompanying documents*
was referred to Committee on Propositions and Grievances.

Mfr. Isom introduced a bill, entitled "An act for the relief

of Henry E. Rosco, executor, &c, of Lafayette count}',

which, on his motion, was read twice, under a suspension

of constitutional rule, and referred to the Committee on Ju-
diciarv.

Mr. Haqson introduced a bill, entitled "An act to repeal

an act incorporating the town of Carthage,, in the county of"

Leake, which, on his motion, was read three several times,,

under a suspension <>f the constitutional rule, and passed,

title standing as stated •

Mr. Murdoch presented the petition of sundry physicians

and citizens of Lowndes county, which, on Ins motion, was
referred to special joint committee of five on the part of the

House, and — on the part of the Senate.

Speaker appointed, as said committee, on the part of the

House, Messrs* Murdocle, Tindall, Anderson, Jotinson, of

Desoto, and Qowan. *
,

Mr. Arnold presented the petition of Messrs. Miller and
Hemphill, of Lowndes couutv, which, on his motion, was
referred to special joint committee to whom was relerred

the petition of sundry physicians and druggists of Lowndes
county.

Mr. Upshaw introduced a bill, entitled "An act fof the re-

lief of the indigent of Marshall county, which, on his mo-
tion, was read the second time, under a suspension of the

constitutional rule, and referred to special committee of five.

Speaker appointed as said committee : Messrs. Upshaw,
Lowry, Johnson, of DeSoto, Brown and Gowan.

Mr. Tindall introduced a bill, entitled "An act to change

the names of Laura and George Tice, and for other pur-

poses.
1

' Read first time.

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, constitutional rule was sus-

pended and bill read second and third times, and passed.
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Mr. Irby introduced a bill, entitled "An act (o appoint ad-

ditional commissioners in districts 1 and 5, ot Panola
county."

On his motion, constitutional rule was suspended and
bill read second time by its title.

Mr. Reagan m >ved to amend by additional section

:

"Be k further enacted, That said additional commission-
ers provided for in first section shall not be within conscript

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, the amendment was
laid on the table.

Mr. Gowan moved to lay the bill on the table, which was
lost.

Mr. Irby moved a suspension of constitutional rule,

that the bill be read a third time, with a view to its passage,

which was lost.

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, the bill was referred

to the Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Eskridge presented a communication from Major
James N. Harper, of Tallahatchie county, with an accom-
panying bill, entitled "An act to authorize James N. Harper,
of Tallahatchie, to manumit male slave Lloyd, for meiito-

rious service." Read first time, and, on his motion, rule

suspended and bill read second time.

On motion of Mr. Hicks, bill was referred to Judiciary

Committee. '

Mr. Johnson, of Wijkinson, introduced a bill, entitled

an act to remove the civil disabilities of Daniel Cohen, a
minor, of Wilkinson county, which, oh .his motion, was.

read three several times, under a suspension of the rule,

and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Mr. Johnson,, of Wilkinson, introduced a bill entitled

"An act to legalize the assessment of taxes for the corpora-

tion of the town of Woodvilie, for the year 1864, which, on
his motion, was read three several times, under a suspension
of the constitutional rule, and passed forthwith, title stand-
ing as stated.

Mr. Brown introduced a bill, entitled "An act to increase

the compensation of the Probate Clerk of Winston county.

On his motion, constitutional rule suspended, and bill

read second time.

Mr. McElroy moved to insert Newton county.

^. H-2



18

Mr. Grace moved to insert Lauderdale county ; and,

On motion of Mr. Tindall, bill and amendments were re-

ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, with instruc-

tions to report a general bill.

Mr. Barnett introduced a bill, entitled "An act to*invest

the Probate Court of the county of Yazoo with jurisdiction

of the last will and testamentof John Campbell, deceased,"
which, on his motion, was read three several times, under
a suspension of the rule, and passed forthwith, title stand-

ing as stated.

The Speaker presented a communication from Jno. Dun-
can,President of Board of Trustees of the Institution for the

Blind, accompanied by a memorial from the Board of Trus-
teesf and report of thus Superintendent, which,

On motion ol Mr. Keagan, was leferred to the Com-
mittee on the Institution for the Blind.

Mr. Murdoch orpered a series of resolutions expressive
of the determination of the people of the State ot Mis-
sissippi to prosecute the war until our independence is

gained, which

—

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, together with
previous resolutions of like character, were referred to

the Committee on State and Confederate delations.

Mr. Sutton introduced a bib, to be entitled an act tor

the relief of E. J. Runnels, Quartermaster of 5th regi-

ment Mississippi State Troops. Head twice, under a sus-

pension of the rule, and, on his further motion, referred

to the Committee on Claims. •

Mr. Rucks called up Senate message, being a 'Senate

hill entitled "An act to change the name -of Frances K-.

Blackmar, of Hinds county, which, on his motion, was
read three several times, under a suspension of the con-

stitutional rule, and passed forthwith, title standing as

stated.

Mr TTpshaw offered a series of joint resolutious, com-
mendatory of Col. W. S. Lowry, which, on motion of

Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, were referred to the Military

Committee.
Mr. Ounringham introduced a bill to regulate the fees

of jailors, which was referred, without reading, on his

motion, to the Committee on Ways and Means.
Mr. Reagan called up special order of the day, being

the Governor's message.
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On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, so much in rela-

tion to destitute families was referred to special joint

committee of nine on the part of the Honse and — on
the pait of the Senate ; so much as referred to railroads,

same committee ; so^ much relative to the education or

Soldiers children, referred to Committee on Education.

On motion of Mr. Rucks, so much as referred to ap-

propriation for same be referred to Committee on Ways
antl Means.

Mr. Se*l of Harrison, so much as referred to State Troops
and Militia, be'referred to Committee on Military Affairs.

In relation to exempts, to the Committee on Judiciary.

In relation to crimes, to Committee on Judiciary.

To penitentiary, to Committee ob Penitentiary.

Negro enlistments, to joint special committee of nine en
the part of the House, — on the part of the Senate.

Condition of the country, to Committee On State and Con-
federate relations.

On inoticm of Mr. Rucks Honse adjourned until 3 p. m.

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M.

House met.

Mr. Dancer by leave introduced a hill entitled "An act to

authorize the Board of Police of the county of Tippah to

borrow money from the Treasurer of the School fund of said

county," which on-his motion was read three several times,

under a suspension of the rule and passed forthwith, title

standing as stated. v

Mr. Sessions introduced a bill entitled "An act to author-

ize, executor's administrators and guardians to carry on tan-

neries and for other purposes." Read first time and on his

motion, under a suspension of the ruie, read a second tim.e,

and on motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, referred to the

Committee on Judiciary.

Mr. Boone offered the following resolution :

Resolved—That the Governor be requested to inform the

Legislature what amount of liquor has been manufactured by
the State distilleries? What amount has been dispensed to

the several counties ? What price has been fixed on the

same? What amount has been paid into the Treasury under
the provisions -of the, apt creating said, distilleries? What
amount applied for medicinal purposes to the troops of the

State? What amount sold to the officers of the Confederate
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States Government for medicinal purposes ? What amount
of money has been paid out in establishing said distilleries,

and carrying on and conducting the same ? What number
of men otherwise liable to military duty are employed in, and
carrying on and operating the same ?

Mr. Barnett offered the following as an amendment, which
was adopted:

Resolved—Also to report how the barrels containing said

whiskey are obtained, whether by purchase or manufacture,

and what the cost irom other sources
;
also to inform the

House why they.are so imperfectly made as to lose so largely

by leakage.

The question recurring on the resolution as amended was
adopted.

Mr. Johnson, of De-'oto introduced a.bill to be entitled

"An act to authorize the State Treasurer to re-issue one hun-

dred and fifty thousand dollars of the Treasury notes of the

State, which have been funded in eight per cent, bonds and
to destroy a similar amount of the small warrants authorized

by the act of April 5th, 18G4, and for other purposes," which
on his motion was read a second time u^der a suspension of

the rale, by its title, and referred to the Committee on Ways
and Means.
The following message was received from the Governor

through his Private Secretary.

Mr. Speaker:—I am instructed by the Governor to in-

form the House of Representatives that he did on this day
approve and sign House bill No. 1, entitled "An act to au-

thorize the Speaker of the House of Representatives and
President of the Senate to appoint messengers between the

two bodies.

Mr. Irby introduced a bill to be entitled "An act to amend
an act entitled an act to better provide for the families of

soldiers, approved Dec. 2d', 1863," which on his motion, was
referred to the select committee to whom so much of the

Governor's message as relates to indigent families was
referred.
* Mr. Barton presented the claim of R. Woodfin, of Itawam-

ba comity, which on his motion was referred without reading

to the Committee on Claims.

. On motion of Mr. Reagan, House adjourned until to-tnor-

rpw morning at 10 o'clock,
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THURSDAY, February 23, 1865.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Stainback.

Journal of yesterday read and approved.

The following message was received from the Senate :

Mr. Speaker :

The Senate has passed a bill entitled "An act to amend
an act entitled an act to authorize the Governor to cause

to be prepared and printed a sufficient amount of bonds,

bearing 8 per cent, interest, for the purpose of calling in

and taking up the notes issued by law for military defense

of the State, approved Dec. 5, 1863."
' And have adopted the following joint resolution.

Resolved by the Senate, (the House concurring) That
that portion' of the Governor's message which refers to

"destitute families" be referred to a joint select committee
consitsing of five on the part of the Senate, and on
the part of the House.

Messrs. Moore, Moseley, Taylor, Loper and Quin, have
been appointed as said committee on the part of the

Senatel

The Senate have concurred in the joint resolution of the

House providing a joint select committee to report on the

justice and propriety of increasing the compensation ofthe

members of the Legislature during the present session.

Messrs. Simonton, Davis and Taylor, have been appoint-

ed as the committee on the part of the Senate, provided for

in said resolution.

The following joint standing committees have been ap-

pointed ©n the part of the Senate:

On State and Confederate Relations—Messrs. Y*rger, Eilett and
Mayson.
On Internal Improvements—Messrs. Messrs. Bradford, Simonton

and Quin. ,

On Claims—Messrs. Taylor, Bowles and Jordan.
On the Penitentiary—Messrs. Luckett, Poindexter and Moseley.
On the Lunatic Asylum—Messrs. Moseley, Poindexter and Brien.
On the Institution of the Blind—Messrs. Simon-ton, Vaughan and

Quin.
On the Institution of the Deaf and Dumb—Messrs. Poindexter,

Yerger and Luckett.
On the office of the Auditor of Public Accounts—Messrs. Davis,

Quin and Taylor.
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On the office of Secretary of State—M«ssr9» Hamilton, Griffin and
Terry.
On the effice of Treasurer, State Commissioner, and Executive

Contingent Fund—Messrs. Neely, Bowles and Bradford.

On the State Library —Messrs. Mayson,-Quin aud Terry.

On Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Fatten, Taylor and Griffin.

On Public Buildings—Messrs. Yerger, Lucketfc and Brien.

On the State University—Messrs. Bowles, Davis and Vaughan.

Tke Senate have adopted joint resolutions of the House

relative to Gen. Soseph E. Johnston, with an amendment
thereto, in which the concurrence of the House is de-

sired :

Mr. Johnson of BeSoto, of Enrolling Committee, made
the following report:

Mei Speaker:—
, The Committee on Enrollments have examined a bill

entitled "An act to authorize the Speaker of the House and
President of the Senate to appoint messengers between the

two bodies," and finding the same correctly enrolled, have
submitted it to the Governor for his approval and signa-

ture.

The Speaker announced the following committees :

Joint special committee to whom so much of the Governor's
message as relates to indigent farhili'-s was referred—Messrs. Seal
of Harrison, Bradford, Fort, Murdock, Lowry, Fox, Hanson, Rea-
gan and McLaurin.
Nearo Enlistments—Messrs. S>;il of Harrison, Anderson, Steph-

ens, Hicks, Johnson of Pc;Soto, Liddoik Jackson, Lott and Up-
shaw.

.The Speaker announced the following standing commit-
tees :

Judiciary—Messrs. Seal of Harrison, Anderson, Hicks, Powe,
Lewers, Rucks and Young]
Ways and Means— Messrs. Alcorn, Murdock, Yandell, Cunning-

ham, McLaurin, Tmdalland Bestor.

Propositions and Grievances—Messrs. Wells, Brov/n, Hendon,
Sessions, Lott, Moore and Dancer.

Military Affairs—Messrs. Upshaw, Stephens, Jackson, Staples and
Grace.

Elections—Messrs. Eskridge, McGehee, Lowry, Irby and Carroll.

Education—Messrs. Bestor, Fort, McNeill, Stubbs of Smith, and
McKay of Neshoba.

Corporations—Messrs. Johnson of Wilkinson, Owen, Barton,
Gully and Hanson.
County Boundaries—Messrs. McLaurin, Bromley, Pinson, Gray

and Hooker.
Pnblic Lands—Messrs. Fox,,Morehead, Isom, Rucks and Sutton.
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Unfinished Business—Messrs. Daniel, Liddell, Foxworth, McEl-
xoy, Johnson of Tippah, Wynne and Sutton.

State and Confederate Relations— Messrs. Bradford, Hicks, Irby,

Barnett and Arnold.
Internal Improvements—Messrs. Alcorn, Fowler, Minter, Gowan

and Pf-uitt.

Claims—Messrs. Murdock, Dillard, Kirk, Buntin and Montgom-
ery.

Penitentiary—Messrs. Rucks, Seal of Hancock, Lott, Morebead
and D^ason of Copiah.

Lunatic Asylum—Messt'S. Liddell, Reagan, Pope, Alien and Shel-

ley.

Institution for the Blind—Messrs. Fox, Falconer, Anderson,
Montgomery, and Easicrling,

Institution for Deaf and Dumb—Messrs. Jackson, Pounds, Arch-
er, Boon and Evans.
Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Johnson of DeSoto, Irby, Powe, Deason

of Jones, and Fort.

Mr. Barnett, by leave, amended resolution of House yes-

terday asking information of tlie Governor as to the State

distilleries, so as to require information of the agent instead

of. the Governor in relation to the cooperage of the distill-

eries.

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, from Judiciary Committee made the

following: report, whicb/was received and agreed to.

Mk. Speake'R: The Committee to whom was referreda bill

entitled, "An act for the relief of Henry E. Rusco, Esecutor,

etc.," have had the same under consideration, and have instructed

me to report the same back with a recommendation that it do pass.

And on his motion bill was re§d third time and passed, title

standing as stated.

Mr, Shelly introduced a bill entitled,

An act to legalize the assessment roll of Itawamba county, and
for other purposes.

Which on his motion was read three several times under a sus-

pension of the rule and passed forthwith, title standing as stated. ,

Mr. Stufabs, of Smith, introduced a bill entitled,

An act to authorize the Quartermaster General of the State to

pay to the officers and' men of the Second Battalion .and Sixth

llegiment Mississippi State Troops for horses which were killed

before they were appraised and valued.

Which on his motion was read second time, under a suspension

ef the rule* and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Isom offered the following resolution, which was adopted:

Resolved, That the Committee on the State University be

instructed to report a bill for the better protection of the property

of said institution.

Mr. Liddell introduced,a bill to be entitled,
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An aet to remove the civil disabilities of Emma E. and Walter
P. Kennedy, minora of Carroll county, Miss.

Which on his motion was read three several times, nnder a sus-

pension of the rule, and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Mr. Yandell offered the following resolution which was adopted:

Resolved, That his Excellency Governor Clark be requested, if

it be not incompatible- with the public interest, to communicate to

this House all information and matters of fact touching n contract

and its execution providing for the importation into the State

through the enemy's lines, of cotton cards and medicines.

Mr. Lewers, by leave, introduced a hill to be entitled,

An ac to amend an act entitled,

An act to receive the interest on the school funds belonging to

the counties embraced in the Chickasaw Cession, and for other pur-

poses, so far as it relates to the county of Pontotoc and other

oanties therein named approved December 2, IS08.

AVhich on his motion was read a second time, under a suspension

ef the rule, and, on motion of Mr. McNeil, was referred to the

Committee on Education

Mr. Arnold, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled,

An act to incorporate the "Pioneer Machine Company."
Which on his motion was read second time,

And on motion of Mr. Yandell was referred to Committee on
Corporations.

Mr. Seal, of Hancock, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled,

An act to amend the several acts relative to the swamp and
©verflowed lands in the oounties of Hancock. Marion, Lawrence,

Copiah and Simpson.

Which on his motion was read second time and referred to the

Committee on Internal Improvements.

Mr. Wells, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled,

An act for the relief of officers and soldiers in certain cases.

Which on his motion was read second time.

And on motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, referred to Judiciary

Committee.

Mr. Wells, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled,

An act to amend Article 147, Section 32, Chapter 6-4 and Article

364, Section 70, Chapter 64 of .the Revised Code.

Which on his motion was read a second time, under a suspension

©f the rule.

And on motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, was referred to the

Committee on Ways and Means.

Mr. Wells, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled

"An'actfor the relief of' sheriffs," which, on his motion,

was read second time, under a suspension of the rule,

and, on motion of Mr. Seal, of liarrison, referred to the

Committee of Ways and Means.
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Mr. Upshaw offered the following joint resolution : .

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That three com-
missioners be sent by this Legislature to visit the prisons

of the United States, where our soldiers and officers are

confined, with a view to nr'cister to the comfort and ne-

cessities of the soldiers and officers of this State, who
are or may be confined in said prisons.

Which, on motion of Mr. Fort, was referred to 'special

committee of five, with insti actions to report by bill or

otherwise.

The Speaker appointed as said committee Messrs. Fort,

Upshaw,, Rucks, Fox and Reagan.
Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, called up Senate message:
Seuate bill entitled, "An act to amend an act to author-

ize the Governor to cause to be prepared and printed a

sufficient amount of bonds bearing 8 per cent, interest,

for the purposeof calling in and taking up the notes issued

by law for military defence of the. State," approve 1 De-
cember 5, 18o8, was read first time, and,

On motion of Mr. Rucks, was read second time under
'suspension of the rule.

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved its reference to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, which was adapted.

Mr. Liddell moved to concur in Senate amendment to

House resolutions in relation to Gen. Joseph E. Johnston,
which was lost.

The following message was received from the Gover-
nor through his private Secretary:

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Columbus, Miss., February 23, 1865.

Gentlemen of ihe Senate and House of Representatives:

I herewith transmit for your information reports of Audi-

tor of Public Accounts and of the Treasurer, showing the

condtions of their departments on tfie 25th day of Novem-
ber, 1864, 3d January. 1865, and 15th February, 18^5. Also,

report of the commissioners appointed by you to examine
. those offices, their examination having been extended to the

1st October, 1864, on which day the money iu the Treasury
was counted by them. In the latter part of the month of.

November, the partial reports made verbally to me by the

commissioners caused me to call for full reports from the Au-
ditor and Treasurer of the accounts from the 1st January^

1860, to 25th November, 1864. The report of the Auditor
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was promptly rendered ; that of the Treasurer was delivered

to me after the 12th December. On examination and com-
parison of the report •, I informed the Treasurer that the

condition of hid department was unsatisfactory, and advised
him to resign his office.

' This he agreed to do so soon as

he could bring up his books, and I could secure the services

of a competent person as his successor. I had then no doubt
of the honesty of Col. Haynes, and the commissioners ex-

pressed their confidence. in his integrity'. We did not fear

that the funds would be abstracted, but believed tha: Col.

Haynes would do all in his power to rectify the errors pointed

out, and this I believe him to have done.

On the 2d January
;
1865, he resigned his commission as

Treasurer, and I appointed Hon. W. B. Weaver to fill the

vacancy. I directed tkat the inventory should be taken by
them jointly, of the moneys, boohs, &c. Hearing next morn-
ing of the death of .Col. Haynes, I' proceeded immediately to

the Treasury, Iftcked and sealed up the safes and boxes con-

taining the money, and appointed Messrs. Labauve and Brown
to make, in the presence of the new Treasurer, an inventory

of the moneys and effects in the Treasury. This was done
under my supervision, and a copy of this inventory, signed

by the commissioners and receipted by Mr. Weaver, is here-

with transmitted.

I respectfully recommend that this inveutory be directed to

be filed in the Auditor's office, and that provision by law be
made that the transfer of the offices of the Executive depart-

ments from an incumbent to his successor an inventory shall

be taken, under the supervision of the Governor, of the

moneys, books, property tind valuable papers of the.office.

The report of the commissioners was only delivered to me
last evening, having been just completed. Not to delay yow
investigation, I transmit it after but a cursory examination,

and ask for it your early attention.

The commissioners and all the State officers are ready to

render such further information as \oa may require. The
time limited for the examination of the commissioners has

expired. They have been laboriously engaged during the

whole period
; but some accounts, it will be seen, have not

been satisfactory investigated. A further investigation

should be had, especially of the State commissioners' depart-

ment of the Treasury, and the examination extended to the

date of 2d of January, 1865. Until this is done no satisfac-

tory statement of the liabilities of the late Treasurer can be
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made. It will be seen from the report of the commissioners,

that a large balance appears to be still due from the Hon. S.

L. Huss.ey, the Treasurer whose term expired in January,

1860. This is supposed to arise from the fact that no entries

were made to his credit of the warrants paid by him during

the months of November and December, 1859, and in the re-

moval of the offices in J 863 from Jackson those warrants are

alleged to have been lost. This is probable, as there are now
outstanding (unless they were paid by Mr. Hussey) warrants

issued prior to January, IStjO, nearly equal to the deficit. I

transmit herewith a communication from Mr. Hussey, a-nd re-

commend^the subject to your early attention. 1 recommend
that you prescribe the manner in which an equitable settle-

ment may be made with him, as he professes his -readiness to

instantly pay in any balance that may be justly due. 1 re-

spec tiuliy suggest that alt warrants issued prior to the 1st

day of January, 1860, be barred unless they are presented for

payment within six^ months after publication oi notice, and
that after the expiration of the time credit be given for the

amount of the warrants now apparently* outstanding not so

presented.

The report of the commissioners to examine the Executive
department, and the offices of the Quartermaster General and
Chief of Ordnance, is also transmitted, to inform you of -the

progress made by them. I i espectfuliy recommend their

suggestions to your favorable consideration, and that- the

commission be continued. The personal examination of one
pf the commissioners by you, or your committees, would bet-

ter. satisfy you than the report itself of the propriety of their

suggestions.

I also transmit the report of thesame commissioners in re-

lation to the moneys advanced D. 0. Patterson and the cot-

ton intrusted to Dr. L. Blackburn. The Confederate notes

and certificates deposited with the Quartermaster General by
Patterson, are still in his hands, but cannot be received unless

so ordered by you. Suit would have long since been insti-

tuted against Patterson, but no couits have for several years
been held in Claiborne county, in which he resides.

I also- transmit reports from the officers of the State Insti-

tution for the Blind, and of the Lunatic Asylum, and ask
your favorable consideration. Also, an interesting report
from the Surgeon General.*
The accompanying report of the keeper of the capitol will

show the condition of the library and public buildings.

Your attention is respectfully requested to the repairs neces-



Sary to the cjpitol. The catalogue of books, maps, charts,

Sec, in the library, was made by my order, and is in my hands,
subject to your inspection. .

The report of Major W. A. Strong of receipts and dis-

bursements on account of the State Distillery to 1st January,
1865, is also transmitted. The whole amount to the 22d
Feb'v, 1865, drawn from the Treasury on this account is

$53,010 00, and receipts paid in $14,196 32.

Major Strong has acted with commendable energy and
economy, and the amount of spirits that can be manufactured
at this distillery would be sufficient for the purposes for

which it was intended, if applied to no other use. The es-

tablishment of these works was not'recommended by me, and
I am aware that it was authorized by you only because of a

supposed necessity.

The report of the General Salt Agent will be found satis-

factory. The Salt works have been managed with energy
and ability, and with gratifying results.

I lespectfully request that such'of the documents herewith
transmitted as you may not order to be printed, be ordered

to be returned to me at your adjournment. The reports are

voluminous and the tables would occupy many pages of your
journals, and as they must again be presented to the Legisla-

ture in November, it may not be deemed necessary now to

eater them in your journals.

I respectfully report that the amount drawn from the

Treasury on account of the Executive contingent fund and
expended during my administration is $9977 40. The vouch-

ers therefor are ready for your examination.

The reports of the Auditor and Treasurer show the Con-
federate notes drawn by me from the Treasury t© be ex-

changed and funded. I have in my hands the certificates of

the depositary at Columbus for eight hundred and fifty-seven

thousand and four hundred dollars to be fund'ed in six per

cent, bonds.. Also, certificate of deposit in tke same depos-

itory for forty-two thousand and three hundred dollars. The
payments made by me into the Treasury are shown in those

reports.

CHAS. CLARK.

Which, on motion of Mr. Eskridge, was taken up.

On motion of Mr. Rucks, so much of the message a«

relates to Auditor's report be referred to Committee on the

Auditor's Office ; so much as relates to Treasurer's re-

port to Committee on Treasurer's Office ; so much as re-
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'ates to report of commissioners ^o examine Auditor's

mcl Treasurer's offices be referred to a select committee
}f five.

The Speaker appoiuted,as said committee,Messrs. Cun-
lingham, Wells, Daniel, Liddell and Morehead.
So much as relates to report of .State agent of distille-

•ies to special committee to whom was referred the peti-

ion of sundry citizens of Lowndes county, in relation to

listillation ; so much as relates to the report of the State

Salt Agent to the special committee of five to examine
lommissioner's report.

Qn motion of Mr. Barnett, so much as relates to Sur-

geon General's report was referred to spcial committee of

ive.

The Speaker appointed, as said committee, Messrs.

Sucks, Yandell, Liddell, Tindall and Bradley.

On motion of Mr. Tindall, the House adjourned until

I o'clock, P. M. •

THREE O'CLOCK, P. SI.

House met.
Mr. Gowan offered the following resolution : ,

Resolved, That the State Printer be, and he is hereby
uthorized and required, to furnish the clerk of this

louse with one-half ream wrapping paper, for the use pf

he members during the present session.

Which was adopted.
Mr. Yandell, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled
An act to change the name of Maria E. WadliugtoL to

laria E. King," whieji, on his motion, was read three
3veral times, under a suspension of the rule, and passed
irthwith, title standiug as stated.

Mr. Gowan, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled
An act to invest the Probate Court of Simpson county
uth jurisdiction of the estate of Henry Young, late of
'ankin county, deceased," which, on his motion, wa-s
3ad twice, under a suspension of the ruie, and, on mo-
on of Mr. Hicks, was referred to the Judiciary Com-
rittee.

The following communication was read from Briga-
ter General James E. Chalmers : •
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Headq'rs CnALMERs' Division, Forrest's")

Cav'y Corps, Near Columbus, Miss., V

February 23, 1865. J
Mr. Robert C. Miller,

Clerk of the House of Representatives :

Sir : Your note of the 22d instant, conveying to rue

the resolution of the Legislature of Mississippi, inviting

me to address them at such time as should suit my con-

venience, has been received.

Feeling deeply sensible of the compliment thus paid, I

accept the invitation, and will name 3 o'clock, P. M., on
the 24th instant, as an hour at which it will suit me t©

address your honorable body.

I am, sir, vour obedient servant,

JAs. Br. CHALMERS, Brigadier General.

The Speaker announced the following standing com-
mittees :

Auditors Office.—Messrs. Fort, Johnson,
t
of DeSoto

7

Dillard, Gray and Seal, of Hancock.
Treasurer's Office.—Messrs. Brown, Johnson, of Tip-

pah, Boone, Hanson and Bradley.

State Library—Meesrs. Archer, Hendon, Morel: e ad,

Lott and Barton.

Public Buildmgs.—Messrs. Montgomery, Isom, Grace,
Bronx ey and Taylor.

State University.—Messrs. Arnold, Tindall, ' Gowan,
Bester and Stnbbs, of Smith.

Mr. Jackson presented the memorial of the Board of

Police and commissioners for indigent families of Amite
county, which, on his motion, was referred, without read-

ing, to joint select committee for indigent families.

Mr. Gully presented the petition of the heirs of Evan
Roberts, late of .Marengo county, Ala., which, on his

motion, was referred, to the Committee on Judiciary,

without reading.

Mr. Gowan introduced bill, to be entitled "An act to

punish horse stealing," which, on his motion, was re-

ferred to the Judiciary Committee, without reading.

Mr. Arnold offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That Hon. A. B. Meek, of Alabama, be in-

vited to address this body, on such night as may suit his

convenience.

Which was adopted.



On motion of Mr. Isom, the House adjourned until

to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock.

, FKIDAY, February 24, 1865.

Hoiho met pursuant to adjournment.

Journal of yesterday read and approved.

Mr. Shelly presented a letter from T. C. Ashcraft, of Ita-

wamba county, which on his motion was referred without

reading to the- Committee on Claims.

Mr. Isom by leave introduced a bill to be entitled "An act

for the relief of the Probate and Circuit Clerks of Lafayette

county, which.on his motion was referred without reading to

the Committee on Propositions and Grievances.

Mr. Barton introduced a bill to be entitled "An act for

the relief of Davenport's Battallion," which on his motion,

together with accompanying doctfments, was referred with-

out reading, to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Pinson presented a joint resolution granting leave of

absence to Hon. W H. Kilpatrick, Judge of the 9th Judi-

cial District, wh^ch was read three several times under a

suspension of the rule, and adopted.

Mr. Buntin introduced a bill to be entitled "An act to re-

peal all acts incorporating the town of Oakland, in Yalla-

busha county, which, on his motion, was read three several

times under a suspension of the rule, and passed forthwith, ti-

tle standing as stated. '

.

The following message was received from the Senate:

Mr, Speaker :—The Senate have passed bills of the fol-

lowing titles:

An act for the relief of Charles R. Davis.

An act in relation to the Probate Court and Board of

Police of Warren county, Miss.

An act further to amend the act providing for the estab-

lishment of the Probate Court.

The House is asked to concur in said bills.

The Senate has passed the following entitled House b'lls :

An act to legalize the assessment of of taxes for the corpo-

ration of the town of Woodville, for the year 1^64.

•An act to remove, the civil disabilities of Daniel Cohen, a
minor of Wilkinson county, with an amendment thereto, in

which the concurrence of the House is desired.



32

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Evander H. Russ
a minor of Hanccck county, with an amendment to the same,

in which the House is asked to concur.

And have concurred in the following entitled joint resolu-

tions of the House: . «

Resolutions in relation to filling up our armies.

A joint resolution in relation to School Commissioners.

Messrs. Ellet, SimontoD, Neelys, Mosely and Moore hav«
been appointed on the part of the Senate to consider, in con-

junction with the committee on the part of the House, cer-

tain memorials relative to the present liquor law.

Mr. Yandeli introduced a bill to be entitled ''An act to

remove the civil disabilities of Nathan 0. Luse, a minor of

Yazoo county," which on his motion was read three several

times, under a suspension of the rule, and passed forthwith,

title standing as stated.

Mr. Moorehead introduced a bill to be entitled "An act

for the relief of John Lee Crawford and Mary E. Crawford,
of Copiah county," which on his motion was read three sev-

eral times under a suspensian of the rule and passed forth-

with, title standing as stated.

Mr. Seal, of Hanison, from the Judiciary Committee made
the following reports:

Mr. Speaker: The Judiciary Committee to whom was re-

ferred the bill emancipating a slave named Lloyd, the prop-

erty of James N. Harper, of Tallahatchie county, have had
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to re-

port a substitute for said bill and recommend that said sub-

stitute do pass, which was received and agreed to.

Substitute bill was read twice under a suspension of the

rale.

Mr. Hicks moved to amend by an additional section which

was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Seal of Harrison, the constitutional rule

was suspended, bill read third time and passed, title stand-

ing as stated-

Mr. Speaker: The committee to whom was referred a bill

entitled "an act to invest the Probate Court of Simpson

county, with jurisdiction of the estate of Harris Young, late

of Rankin county, deceased," have had the same under con-

sideratiDn and have instructed me to report the same back

with a recommendation that it do not pass.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Speaker: The Judiciary Committee to whom was re-
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fsrreda bill to be entitled "An act for the relief of officers and
soldiers in certain cases," have had the same under consider-

ation, and* have instructed me to report a substitute for said

bill and to recommend that the same do pass,

Which was adopted.

Mr. Young moved to strike out 1862 and insert 1861,

which was adopted.

Mr. Bradford moved to amend by striking out 1861, and
and^ inserting 1863, -which was lost.

Air. Gully moved to amend by striking out 1861 aud in-

serting 1865, which was lost.

Mr. Eskridge moved to amend by striking out the words
"in their discretion/'' which was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Seal ot Harrison, the bill as amended
was read third time under a suspension of the( rule and pas-

sed, title standing as stated.

Mr. Speaker: The committee to whom was referred the

petition of the heirs and devisee's of Evan Roberts, late of
Marengo count}', Ala., praying an act authorizing the prop-

erty of said testator to be divided at once according to the

bequest -in testators will and for general relief, have had the

same under consideration, and being of the opinion that the

Legislature of the State has no power to grant the relief

prayed for, have instructed me to report the same back
with a recommendation that they be discharged from any
further action on said petition.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Speaker: The committee to whom was referred a bill

entitled "an act to appoint additional commissioners in dis-

tricts .
I and 5 in Panola county, have had the same under

consideration, and' have instructed me to report the same
ba-'-.i'. with a recommendation that it do pass.

Which was adopted.

• On his motion the rule was suspended, bill read a third time and
passed-, title standing as stated.

*

Mr. Speaker : The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred

the written petition of D. L. Kimbrough, a citizen of Carrol county,

have instructed me to report the same back to the House, and ask
to be discharged from the further consideration of the same.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Speaker: The committee to whom was referred a bill

entitled, An aet to punish horse stealing, have had the same under
consideration and have instructed me to report the same back with
va recommendation that it do not pass.

The report was received. *

H—

3
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On motion of Mr. Gowan it was disagreed to,

Mr. Gowan moved that the constitutional rule be suspended and:

bill read second time.

Which was lost.

Mr. Murdock, from the .Committee of Ways and Means, made
the following report

:

Mr. Speaker: The Committee of Ways and Means to whom
was referred a bill to be entitled, "An act to authorize the State

Treasurer to issue $150,000 of the Treasury notes of the State

which have been funded in eight per cent, bonds," have had die

same under consideration, and have instructed me to report it back,

with an amendment, with the recommendation that it do pass as-

amended.
Which, on his motion, was received and agreed to.

On his further- motion the substitute bill was read three several

times, under a suspension of the rule, and passed forthwith, title

standing as stated.

Mr. President: The Committee of Wayaand Means to whom,

was referred bill entitled, "An aet to regulate the fees of jailors,"

have had the same under consideration, and have instructed, me to

report a subslifute therefor with a recommendation that it do pass.

Which, on his motion, was received and agreed to.

And on his further motion the constitutional rule was suspended,

bill read third time and passed as amended, title standing as stated.

Mr. Upshaw from the Military Committee made the following

report

:

Mr. Speaker.: 1 he Military Commitree *6 whom was referred

a bill entitled, "An act to authorize the Quartermaster General m"

the State to pay the officers and men of the Second Battalion lam!;

Sixth Regiment of Mississippi State Troops for horses whkih
were killed before they were appraised and valued," have
directed me to report the same to. the House as amended with the

recommendation, that it do pass.

Which on his motion was received and agreed to.

And on his fun her motion, constitutional rule was fuispfud'ed,

bill read-the third time,- and passed as amended, tide standing a^

stated.

Mr. Fort from the special committee made the following report

:

•if. Spkakkr : The undersigned, Chairman of the special com-
mitt.ee, to whom was referred the resolution for appointment of

i-'im.ui.-vv.mei-s to visit and relieve the soldiers of Mississippi con-

fined in prisons in the United States, asks leave to report the

accompanying bill, with the recommendation that it do pass.

Which, on his motion, was received and agreed to.

Ami, on his further motion, the constitutional rule was
'suspended, and bill read second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Reagan, was made the special order
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ibr to-morrow, at 1-1 o'clock, A. M., in committee of the
whole.

Mr. Murdock offered-: the following resolution, which,
on his motion, was adopted :

Resolved, That this House will meet at the Court-
house, on and after Monday next, the 27th inst.

Mr. Cunningham offered the following resolution,

which was lost.

Resolved, That when the House adjourns to-day, it

hall adjourn until 10 o'clock Monday morning-.

Mr. Lott introduced a bill, to be entitled "An act -to

repeal certain portions of an act entitled an act to pre-

vent the distillation of spirituous liquors, and to declare

die distilleries to be public and common nuisances, and
to authorize the same to *be abated, and for other pur-

poses, " which, on his motion, was road twice, under a

suspension of the rule, and referred to special committee.,

?0 whom was referred petition of sundry ciiizens of

Lowndes county on same subject.

Mr. Lott introduced a bill, to be entitled an act to

amend article 14, chapter 21, page 206, of the Revised
Code," which, on his motion, was read three several times;

Under a suspension of die rule, and passed forthwith,

title standing as stated.

Mr. Tindall introduced a bill, which was, on his mo-
tion, referred, without reading, to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

Mr. Young asked leave of absence for the Doorkeeper
ta&tti Monday evening next, which was granted.

On motion of Mr. Young;, the House adjourned until

10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow.

SATURDAY, February 25, IS65.

House n^et pursuant to adjournment.

Prayer oy Rev. Dr. Lyon.
Journal of yesterday read and approved.

Mr. Ru/ks. asked to be relieved from the committee on

the Surgeon-G-eneral's report.

• Which was granted,' and Mr. Harriett appointed in his

stead, *
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Mr. Tindall, on the pail of committee' for providing iur

the relief of members, asked. and obtained permission for

said committee to sit during the session of the House.
Mr. Johnson of DeSoto, from the Committee on Enrolled

Bills, made the following report

:

Me. Speaker :

—

The Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined bills of

the following'titles, and finding the same correctly enrolled,

have referred them to the Governor, for his approval and
signature

:

"An act to legalize the' assessment of laxes- for the cor-

poration of the town of Woodville for the year 1864."

Joint resolutions in relation to filling up our armies.

Mr. Liddell asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr.

McLemore on and after Monday next.

Mr. Owen, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled

"An act for the relief of C. S. WhitcomB of Holmes
county,"

Which, on his motion, was, und?r a suspension of the

, constitutional rule, read the second time, and referred to

a special committee of three.

The Speaker appointed as said committee, Messrs. Owen-
Fort and Irby.

The following message was received from the Senate :

Me. Speaker :—
The Senate have passed bills with the following titles:

"An act to ameud an act entitled an act to amend the

law relative to suing out the writ of Habeas Corpus."

"An act in relation to the veiuia in suits against default-

ing public officers and debtors to the State."

hi which the concurrence of the House is desired :

And have passed House bills entitled

'•An act to invest the Probate Court of the county of

Yu'ioo- with jurisdiction of the last will and testament of

Joim Campbell, deceased."

"An act to authorize the board of police of tha.county of

Trppsli to borrow money from the treasurer flfV^le -school

iimu ui said county," with an amendment thereto, in which
the concurrence of the House is desired.

Mr. Hanson introduced a bill to be entitled

"An act to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the

laving out and working roads."
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Which, on his motion, was read a second time under a

suspension of the constitutional rule, and referred to the

Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Pope introduced a bill to be entitled

"An act for the relief ofCM. Edmondson, clerk of the

Circuit and Probate Courts of Covington county, and for

other purposes."

Which, on his motion, was read a second time under a

suspension of the rule, and,

On motion of Mr. Morehead, was referred to the Judici-

ary Committee.
Mr. Wynne introduced a bill to be entitled

"An act for the relief of Joseph J. E. Lemons of Yallo-

busha ceunty."

Which, on his motion, was read a second time under a

'suspension on the rule, and,

On motion of Mr. Barton, was referred to the Judiciary

Committee.
Mr. Archer, from the Committee on Library, made the

following report

:

Ms Speaker:—
The committee -to which was referred the report of the

Librariaii on the condition of the library in the city of

Jackson, beg leave to report, that the library is considera-

bly damaged, and some of it carried off; that they consider

no legislation necessary in regard to the books and maps,
but that the locks, doors and roof, of the building should
be repaired,whieh matter properly belongs to the Commit-
tee on Public Buildings, and should be referred to them.
Which was received and agreed to, and,

On his. motion so much of the librarian's report as refers

to the public buildings, was referred to the Committee on
Public Buildings.

Mr. Johnson of Wilkinson, from the Committee on Cor-
porations, made the following report, which was received

and agreed to

:

Mr. Speaker:—
The Committee on Corporations, to whom was re-

ferred a bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Pioneer
Machine Company," have had the same under considera-
tion, and have instructed me to report^the same back to the



House, with an additional section, and recommend that it

do pass as amended.
And, on his motion, bill as amended was read the third

time, under a suspension of the rule and passed, title stand-

ing as stated.

Mr. Growan, from the the Committee on Internal Im-
provements, made the following report, which on his mo-
tion, was received

:

Mk. President :—The Committee on Internal Improve-
ments, to whom was referred the bill to be entitled "An act

to appropriate the swamp and overflowed lands in the coun-

ties of Marion, Lawrence, Copiah and Simpson, to the sup-

port of indigent families of soldiers of said counties," have
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me
to report the same back to the House and recommend its

passage.

On motion of Mr. Young, the bill was referred to' the

Judiciary Committee, with instructions to perfect the bill.

Mr. Tindall, from special committee, to whom was re-

ferred the propriety and justice of increasing thepay^of
the members and officers of the Legislature,

during the present session, made the following report :

Mb. Speaker : The committee to whom the resolu-

tion having for its object the propriety and justice of
increasing the pay of the members and officers

of the Legislature, during the present session,

have had the same under consideration, and have in-

structed me to report that it is just and proper that

the compensation should be increased.

They have also instructed me to report the accompany-
ing-bills for the consideration of this House, with the re-

commendation that the subject be referred to the Judi-

ciary Committee, for their immediate action.

Which was received and agreed to.

The hour having arrived for the consideration, in com-
mittee of fhe whole, of the special order of the day, be-

ing a bill to be entitled "An act lor the relief of the
prisoners of war from Mississippi, confined in the prisons

of the United States," the House proceeded to the con-

sideration of the same, Mr. lieagan in the chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose,

reported the bill back to the' House, with sundry amend-
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merits thereto, with the recommendation that the bill, as

amended, do pass.

And, on motion of Mr. Reagan, the report was re-

ceived and agreed to.

On his further motion, biH was ordered to be engrossed,

and made the special order for Monday, 27th instant, at

12 M.
Mr. Seal, of Harrison, from the Judiciary Committee,

made the following report

:

Mr. Speaker : The Judicial Committee, to whom
was referred the resolution and bills relative to the in-

crease of pay to members and officers of the Legislature,

have had the same under consideration, and being of the
opinion that the Legislature has no power under the
Constitution to increase the compensation of said mem-
bers and officers, to take effect at the present session,

have, instructed me to report the same back, with a re-

commendation that they be discharged from any further

consideration of the same.
"Which was received, and, on his motion, disagreed to.

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved that the rule be sus-

pended, that the bill commuting the pay of members and
officers at eight in Confederate Treasury notes for one in

gold or silver, be read a second time.

Which was adopted.
liill read second time.

Mr. Gully moved to lay bill on the table. Lost.

Mr. Jackson, by leave, introduced a bill, which, on his

motion, was referred, without reading, to the Committee
on Claims.

Mr. Murdock introduced a bill, which, on his motion,
was referred to the Committee on Ways and Meane,*with-
out reading.

On motion of Mr. Barton, House adjourned until 8

P. M.

THREE O'CLOCK P. M.

House met.
Mr. Murdock offered a series of resolutions, which were

rejected.

Mr. Fox introduced a bill, entitled "An act to reduce
the per diem of members of the Legislature," as substi-
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tute for bill pending at adjournment, which was adopted.
Read second time, under suspension of the rule, and, on
motion of Mr. Daniel, laid on the table, by ayes and
nays, called for by Messrs. Daniel, Fox and Tindall :

Yeas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Allen, Arnold,
Bestor, Bromley, Boone, Bradley, Brown, Barnett, Cun-
ningham., Carroll, Daniel, Dillard, Fort, Gully, Hicks,
Hooker, Hanson, Hendon, lsom, Irby, Jackson, John-
son, of DeSoto, Johnson, of Wilkinson, Johnson, of
Tippah, Kirk, Lott, Lewers, Moore, Morehead, Mont-
gomery, Murdock, McLemore, McKay, of .Neshoba,

McLaurin, McNeil, Powe, Pinson, Pruit, Rucks, Staples,

Sessions, Sutton, Stephens, Upshaw, "Wells, "Wynne, Yan-
dell and Young—50.

Nays—Messrs. Archer, Bradford, Barton, Buntin,
Dancer, Deason, of Jones, Eskridge, Fox, Foxworth,
G-race, Gowan, Gr^y, Liddell, Lowry, McElroy, MeGe-
hee, Owen, Pope, Pounds, Reagan, Seal, of Harrison,
Seal, of Hancock, Stubbs, of Smith, and Tindall—24.

Mr. Houston introduced a bill, to be entitled "An act

to amend the road laws of this State, and for other pur-
poses," which, on his motion, was read second time, un-
der a suspension of the rule.

On motion, th? provisions of this bill were applied to

the counties of Itawamba, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Carroll,

Oktibbeha, Leake, Noxubee, Amite and Wilkinson :

and, on further motion of Mr. Houston, bill was read
third time, under a suspension of the rule, and passed,

title standing as stated.

Mr. Muiidock asked and obtained leave of absence for.

Mr. Moore until Wednesday next.

Mr, Eskridge, by leave, introduced a bill, providing-

for the pay of members of the Legislature. Read once.

Motion to suspend rule, with a view to reading bill fce-

' cond time, was lost.

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved to make bill special

order for the day, Monday, at 10 A. M., which was
adopted.

On motion, of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, House adjourned
until Monday morning, at 10 o'clock.
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;
MONDAY, February 27, 1SG5.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Dancer introduced Mr. VV. T. Stricklan, of Tippah
county, who presented his credentials, took fthe oath- of office

and entered upon the discharge of his duties.

Mr- Brown asked and obtained permission for Committee
on Treasurer's office to sit during the session of the House.
The Speaker presented sundry communications.

«

E. W. Dale ®f Tunica, asking leave of absence which was
granted.

G- ~\V. Ed-wards, Doorkeeper, asking leave of absence,

which was granted.

And the following communication from the Hon. A. B.
Meek.

Columbus, Miss., Feb. 27, 18(55-

Hon. L. E. Houston, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, Mississippi Legislature—Sir: I have had the honor
to receive the resolution of the House of Representatives,

inviting me to deliver an address before their Honorable
Body.
For this high mark of consideration. lam profoundly grate-

ful, but am compelled, in consequence of recurrent neuralgin

of the breast, to decline the effort at this time to m> ke n

protracted speech.

Be pleased to express to the very able and patriotic body
over which you preside, my grateful appreciation of thy dis-

tinction shown me, and believe me,

Most respectfully} your obedient servant.

A. B. MEEK,
On motion of Mr. laudell, call of counties was dispensed

with.

The following message was received from the Senate :

Mr. Speaksk: The Senate have passed bill* of the follow*

ing titles, to wit:

An act to authorize Probata Judges and Justices of the

Peace to administer oaths in certain cases.

And have passed House bills entitled as follows:

An act to repeal all acts incorporating the town of Oak-
land, Yallabusha eounty, Mississippi.

An act to remove the civil disabilities Of Nathan C. Luse,

a minor of Yazoo eounty.

An act foi the relief of John Lee Crawford and Mary E.
Crawford, of Copiah county.
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An act to change the name of Maria E. Wadlington to

Maria E. King.
An act for the relief of Henry E. Rusco, Executor, <fcc.

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Emma E. and
Walter P. Kenned)-, minors of Carrol county, Mississippi.

An act to legalize the assessment roll of Itawamba county,

and for other purposes.

An act to repeal an act incorporating the town of Carthage
county of Leake.

And have concurred in House resolution granting leave of

absence to Hon. W. H. Kilpa trick.

The Senate insist on their amendment to the series of Res-

olutions of the House.relative to Gen. Jos. E. Johnston.
Mr. Reagan moved to take up Senate messages, which was

agreed to.

Senate bill entitled "An act in relation to the Probate
Court and Board of Police, of Warren county, Miasissippi."

Bill read fit'bt time.

On motien of Mr. Barton, the constitutional rule was sus-

pended, bill read seeond and third time and passed forth-

with, title standing as stated.

Senate bill entitled "An act further to amend the act pro-

viding for the establishment of the Probate Court." Bill

read first time.

On motion of Mr. Gowan the rule was suspended, bill read
seeond and third time, and passed forthwith, title standing
as stated.

Senate bill entitled "An act for the relief of Charles R.
Davis." Bill read first time and on motion of Mr. Wynne,
the rule was suspended, bill read second and third time and
passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Senate bill entitled "An act in relation to the venue in

suits against defaulting public officers and debtors to the

State." Bill read first time and on motion of Mr. Gowan,
the constitutional role was suspended, bill read second and
third time and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Senate bill entitled "An act to amend an act entitled an
act to amend the law relative to suing out the writ of
Habeas Corpus, approved December 5, 1863." Bill read first

time, and on motion of Mr. Gowan, bill was read a second
time under a suspension of the rule, and on motion of Mr.
Upshaw referred to the Judiciary Committee.

Senate bill entitled "An act to authorize Probate Judges
aud Justices of the Peace to administer oaths in certain
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read second time under a suspension of the rule.

Mr. Irby moved to refer to the Judiciary Committe—lost.

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, rule suspended, bill read third

time and passed, title standing as stated.

On motion of Mr. Fox, House concurred in Senate amend-
ment to House resolution in relation to General Joseph E.
Johnston.

On motion of Mr. Dancer House concurred in Senate

amendment to House bill entitled "An act to authorize the

Board of Police, in the'county of Tippah, to borrow money
from the Treasurer of the School Fund of said county."

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Wilkinson, the House con-

curred in Senate amendment to House bill entitled "Au act

to remove the civil disabilitios of Daniel Cohen, a minor of

Wilkinson county:

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Hancock, House concurred in

Senate amendment to House bill entitled "An act to remove
the civil disabilities of Evander H. Russ, a minor of Han-
cock county"
The following message 'was received from the Governor,

through Hon. C. A. Brougher, Secretary of State:

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Columbus, February 27, 18Q5.

j

Gentlemen of the House oj Represent itives

:

Your resolution of inquiry ''touching a contract and its execution
providing for the importation into this State, through the eremy's
lines, of cotton cards °and medicines," has been presented to me.
A few davs after your adjournment in December, 1863, I sent an
agent to Richmond to procure authority and make the necessary
arrangements for obtaining from the enemy's linet cotton cards; medi-
cines, and soma other articles of prime necessity in exchange for

cotton. This authority was not granted; the act. passed by Con-
gress to confer such power on the Spates having failed to receive the
approval of the President. I subsequently submitted my corres-

pondence with the Secretary of War to Lieut. Gen. Tolk, who, ap-
preciating the necessity of the measure, promised to issue the re-

quired orders. This was prevented by his removal from the. De-
partment. Lieut. Gen. Lee, however, on the matter being present-
ed to him, promptly issued the orders to permit the poods ordered
by me to be brought in, and cotton taken out to pay for them. I

do not consider it proper, at the present time, to make the contract
public, I will submit them to the examination of a committee of
your body if desired, and they can report them to you if they see
proper. Nothing has been done by me in the premises without the
full knowledge of the Commander of this Depnt'ment, and lest

Tauds might have been committed by the use of those orders, by
\m:'uth.oriz.-d persons, the whole of the transactions were volunta-
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rily communicated by me to the District Attorney and the Grand
Jury of the Confederate Court at Jackson, in November last. The
contracts aie in writing, and tbe contractors sworn to use the per-
mits for no other purpose than that designated in them. The goods
to be introduced werft medicines, cotton and wool cards, needles,
.shear?, and some few other implements of domestic industry. The
figeregale value, of the articles contracted for was not less than four

millions of dollars in our paper—the whole amount ot cotton to be
transmitted less than twenty five hundred bales. The cost of the
articles to the State. would not have exceeded two hundred thou-
sand dollars ($200,000} in our currency. The timid and vacillating

policy or the War Department has prevented the execution of these
contracts. The failure to procure these supplies, so much needed
by our people, cannot be attributed to want of energy on the p&l't

of the c 'nir.iftors: I diligently and earnestly aursued this object,

and all obstacles had been overcome, except those presented by the
government, and I shall avail myself of every legal means to act om-
plish it hereafter. About one .thousand pair of cotton cards have
been procured and distributed under my orders to the counties of

Tippah, Tishemingo, Pontotoc, Itawamba, and the counties east of
?e:-i:

;

l River and south of the Southern Rail Road. No medicines,
except one hundred ounces of quinine, have been received, xso

ootton has been sent out in exchange, the orders having been re-

voked before even the small amount was seni out which contrac-
tors were, by their permits, authorize! to transmit through th#
lines. I have sent for all the papers and correspondence in rela-

tion to this matter, and will be pleased to have an opportunity of
laying them before your committee.

I deem the policy of the Confederate Government on this subject
uuwi?e and injurious. Its only effect has been to inaugurate a.

system of fraud, to demoralize the troops on the frontier, to

enhance the. profits of illegal traffic, and to prevent our people
except at enormous cost, irom obtaining articles of prime necessity,

even the implements of industry <vith which they might manufac-
ture ciothins for the people and the army. It ia to be hoped that
hefors i.s adjournment, Congress will so imdify the law, as to
enable the people, under pcOper regulations and restrictions, and
through authoiiz-d channels, to be supplied with these articles,

without which not only all manufactories, but agriculture and the
mechanic arts must cease. What difference is there in morals or
policy in sending cotton to Boston by way of Nassau, or of
ii£emphis? At least, let the Confederate Government raise Quarter-
masters irom theposition-of peddlers of cotton cards, cotton yarns
and cooking utensils, to the dignity of merchants. If the Govern-
ment be the ; :ole trader, let it fulfill the duty of supplying its

custome/s at reasonable rates for cash.

Last winter during extreme cold weather, I visited the State
Lunatic Asylum. I found many of the inmates so insufficiently

clothed that but for the admirable arrangements for warming the
apartments, intense suffering would have ensued. I saw patients

without socks or shoes, their feet only protected by bandages of

rags. On representing these things to the commander of the

department, a permit was given, endorsed by me, to Dr. Kails, the

superintendent, tp carry 104 bales of cotton, then theproperty of the
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i
to 'Vicksburg, to exchange for clothing and other neQess&tf

supplies. Twenty-seven bales were t:iken out under .this order,

and sold in Vicksburg for about §14,000, and the money invested
in clothing, medicines and other supplies. For want of iranspor-'

iation, about one third of that was left in "Vicksburg, and ike
ode fs under which he acted having been shortly after revoked by the
orders of Lt. Gen. Taylor against the transportation of goods from'

the enemy's lines.- These goods have been lost. These, operations

were not made secretly. They were openly effected by one who
eeneeived that he was acting under proper authority, and perform-
ing an official duty to the State and for the benefit of the a-ylum j

yet, while thousands of the guilty escaped, this meritorious officer

has been indicted for the supposed offence in the DLstrict Court of

the. Confederate 'States. . The Judge of that Court—lion. A. M.
Clayton—informed me that he had presented a statement of the
facts to the Attorney General of the Coniederats States, aad it is

expected that the case will be dismissed and the superintendent
honorably discharged. Dr. Keils is one of the most faithini, labo-

rious and accomplished officers in the State service, whose conduct-

as an officer is without reproach, and whose character as a man is

without, stain.

CHARLES CLARK.

On motion of Mr. Johnson of t)eSoto, the Governor's
message was taken up and read, and,

On motion of Mr. Reagan, was' referred to select com-
mittee of five.

The Speaker appointed as said committee, Messrs. Kea-
gan, McLemore, iStricklan, Hicks and Powe.

Mr. Bestor presented the petition of M. Greenhood. of

Clarke county.

Which, on his motion was referred to the Committee on
Propositions and Grievances, without reading.

Mr. Seal of Harrison, from the Judiciary Committeo,
made the following report, which was received and agreed
to:

Me. Speaker :—The Judiciary Committee to whom,
was referred a. bill entitled "An act to authorize executors,

administrators and guardians, to carry on tanneries, and for

other purposes," have had* the same under consideration.

The committee have adopted ^substitute for said bill, and
report the substitute back, wiffi a recommendation that it

do pass.

And, on his further motion, the bill was read second and
third times,'under a suspension ofthe rule, and passed forth-

with, title standing as stated.

Mr. Wells, from theJCommittee on Proposition and Griev-
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aiices, made the following report, which was received and
agreed to:

Mr. Speaker:—
The Committee on Propositions and Grievances, to whom

was referred uAn act for the relief of the Probate and Cir-

cuit clerks of Lafayette county," have had the same under
consideration, and have instructed me to report the same
back to the House, with a recommendation that it do pass*

And, on his further motion, the bill was read the second

and third times, and passed forthwith, title standing as

stated.

Mr, Fox, from the Committee on the Institution for the

Blind, made the following report, which was received and
agreed to

:

Me. Speaker:—The jointand select committee to which
was referred so much of the special message of his excel-*

lency, Governor Clark, as relates to the State Institution

i'dr the Blind, together with the documents accompanying
said message* have had the matters referred under sole con-

sideration, ;md have instructed me to.report the accompa-
nying bills, to your honorable body, with a recommenda-
tion that they do pass.

On -motion of Mr. Fox, bill to be entitled "An act to re-

peal an act entitled an act for the relief of Dempsey Sher-

rod,"

Which, on his motion, was read three several times un-

der a suspension of the rule, and passed forthwith, title

standing as stated.

On motion of Mr. Fox, a bill to be entitled "An act for

the relief of the State Institution for the Blind,"

Was read tne first and second time under a suspension of

the rule.

On motion of Mr. Reagan, the House resolved itself into

a committee of the whole for the. consideration of said bill,

Mr. Reagan in the Chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, re-

ported the bill back to the House with an amendment, and

with the recommendation that the bill as amended do

pass.

Which, on motion of the chairman, was received and

agreed to, and,

On motion of .Mr. Fox, the constitutional rule was stfs-
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pended, the bill read the third time and passed, title stand-

ing as- stated.

Mr. Brown, from the Committee on Treasurer's office,

made the following report:

Mr. SpeAker;-—-The Committee on the Treasurers of-

fice have had -that portion of the Governor's message refer-

ring to the same under consideration, and have examined
the papers and reports referred to the committee, so far as

the time Would permit, and have instructed me to introduce

the following, bill, and recommend its passage.

Which was received and agreed to.

And, on his motion, the bill entitled "An act to provide

for the examination of the Auditor's and Treasurer's offices,

approved Dec. 1, 1868, and for other purposes, was read

the second time, and,

Gn motion of Mr. Johnson ©f DeSoto, recommitted to

same committee'.

Mr. Morehead moved to adjourn to 3 o'clock, r. jr.

Lost

On motion of Mr. Xrby, Mr. Fort was added to the com-
mittee on Treasurer's office.

On motion of Mr. Reagan, Mr. Johnson of Wilkinson
was added to the special committee on the Governor's mes-
sage this day received.

On motion of Mr. McNeil, Mr. Dillard was added to the

same committee.

On motion, the House adjourned until tormorrow morning
10 o'clock.

TUESDAY, February 28, 1865.

House met pursuant to adjournment.
Prayer by Rev. Dr. Lynn-
On motion of Mr. Upshaw reading of the minutes was dis-

pensed with.

The Speaker presented a communication from Robert C

.

Miller, Clerk of the Souse, asking committees to mark what
papers referred 1o them should be printed.

Mr. McElroy, by leave introduced a bill to be entitled "An
act to authorize the Tax ^ollec for of Newton county to re-
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fund certain monies therein mentioned," which on his motion
was read first and second time under a suspension of the rule

and referred to the Judiciary Committee.
Mr. Powe offered the following resolution whicj was

adopted:

Resolved—That the Committee on Public Lands be in-

structed to inquire into the expediency of withdrawing the

public lands in this State from sale and entry, and securing

to actual settlers the right of pre-emption when th.3 lands

may be again offered for sale, and report by bill or otherwise.
Mr. Seal of Harrison, by leave introduced a bill to be en-

titled "An act to amend chapter 5, articles 10 and 11 of the

revised coda." Bill read first time and on his motion rule

suspended and bill read a second time.

Mr. Young moved its reference to Committee on Ways
and Means. Lost.

Mr. Young moved an amendment. Adopted.
Mr... Eskridge moved to strike out "fifteen" and insert

"twenty." Lost.

On motion Mr. Seal of Harrison, bill was read third time

under a suspension of tjie rule and passed, title standing as

stated.

Mr. Johnson from Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the

following report:

Mil Speaker: The Committee on Enrollments have ex-

amined bills of the following titles, and finding them cor-

rectly enrolled, nave submitted them to the Governor for his

approval and signature:

An act to repeal an act to incorporate the town'tyf Car-

thage, in the county of Leake.

An act to repeal all acts incorporating the town of Oak-
land, Yallabusha county, Mississippi.

An act to invest the Probate Court of the county of Yazoo
with jurisdiction of the last will and testament of John
Campbell, deceased.

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Nathan C. Luse,

a minor of Yazoo county.

An act to change the name of Maria E. Wadiington, to

Maria E, King.
An act to legalize the assessment roll of Itawamba county,

and for other purposes.

An act for the relief of John Lee Crawford and Mary E.

Crawford, of Copiah county.

Joint resolution in relation to school commissioners.
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The following message was received from His Excellen-

cy the Governor through his private Secretary:

Mr. Speaker: I ;t in instructed by His Excellency the

Governor to inform ihe House that he did, on the 27th inst.*

approve and sign joint resolutions for filling up our armies.

Also, on the 27th, lfcAn act to legalize the assessment of

taxes for the corporation of the town of Woodville for the

year 1S64. 5 '

Also, a message in writing with accompanying docu-

ments :

The following np'-sage was received from the Senate:

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed bills of the fol-

lowing titles:

"An act to repcwlan act approved December 19th, A. D.
1SG1, entitled an net to amend an act entitled an, act to in-

corporate the town of Canton and to repeal all former acts

incorporating the same, and all acts amendatory thereof,

and for other purposes."

"An act to amend an act entitled an act to amend Art.

32, Sec. S, of the Revised Code, approved Dec. Sth, 1S63.

"An act -to amend the fifty-second chapter of the Revised

Code, entitled an act to regulate the remed}^ by attachment
against debtors^"

And have adopted,

Joint resolution appointing a day of fasting, humiliation

and prayer.

Also a joint resolution inviting the Hon. James Phelan to

address the Legislature.

And have passed House bills entitled as follows :

"An act to amend Art. 14, chap. 21, page 206, Revised

Code."
"An act fixing the fees ofjailors for feeding prisoners."

"An act to appoint additional commissioners in Districts

1 and 5, in Panola county."

"An act to grant freedom to male slave Lloyd, the prop-

erty of James N. Harper, of Tallahatchie county," with an

amendment thereto.

Mr. Dancer offered the following resolution which was
adopted:

Resolved

—

That the counties whose indigent cannot be

provided for by the,general fund for indigent families have

their claims for additional relief referred to the special cons-

H—4
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mittee, to which the bill for the relief of th<* indigent of

Marshal county was referred.

Mr. Reagan offered the following resolution which was
adopted:

Resolved—That Gen. Forrest be invited to take a seat

within the bar of this House, and that a committee of three

be appointed to wait upon him and inform him of the same.

The Speaker appointed as i&id committee Messrs. Reagan,

Biadford and Johnson of W.
The following message was received from his Excellency

the Governor:
Mr. Speaker :—I am instructed by his Excellency, the

Governor, to transmit to the House of Representatives, a

message in writing.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Columbus, Miss., February 27, 18Gp.

Gentlemen if (he House of R(preventatives:

In reply to your resolutions of inquiry as to the State Dis-

tillery, I send you a report from Major W. A. Strong, of his

operation-; to tiie 1st of January last. The amount of liquor

distributed to that date is stated to be 3777 gallons, a large

quantity was then on hand in tatiks R'a'iiing for barrels. The
price fixed on the same will be shown by my '"circular to dis-

pensers'' a copy of which is hereby transmitted. The Treas-

urer's report shows the amount, paid into the Treasury. Thq-

Auditor's report shows the amount drawn on account of Dh-
lilleri.es. The Surgeon General reports that one barrel of

whisky was distributed to the Medical department for the

militia. One barrel was ordered hy me to be sent to tho

Chief Surgeon of Maj. Gen. b'onest :. ahid authority was >>i
v-

en iVlsji Strfing to fnrnhh two barrels to the Goui;ed$£*i io

Hospitals, in the western and Northern counties The ae-

"o.(UL of the agent, Major Strong, with the vouchers of ex-

peiiditU'i.es to the 1st of January la-t, is iu my possession, sub-

joct to your examination and which will be found satisfacto-

v, I iuive no report of men otherwise liable to military

duty employed at the distillery.

I appointed Maj. Strong as the agent and he alone has the

appointment of, the sub-agents. I know nothing of them ex-

empt from their receipts on file for services-. The "circular

to dispensers'' shows with what care I have endeavored to

enforce the provisions of the law. As the duty of auditing

their accounts was not imposed on any* efficer, it is done in

:.!:c Executive office, under my supervision, by my private-
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secretary. All the accounts of the Dispensaries to this date,

have been carefully examined by him, and the Physicians

certificates examined and compared with the account for every
pint of spirits dispensed. The trouble and expense in re-

gard to barrels and their defects, is detailed in M»j. Strong's

report, and has been a subject of seveial communications.

1 he loss from defective barrels is shown by the Dispenser's

reports. No* whisky is sent from the distillery without an
:^ent who guards it until it is delivered. Major Strong be-

lieves that he has at length overcome the difficulties sur-

rounding his enterprise, and that he can it" desired, without
much additional expense, increase its production from its

at e eat capacity, 100 gallons per day, to double that quantity.

CHARLES- CLARK,
Governor.

Mr. Irby by leave introduced a bill to be entitled "An act

for the relief of Capt, W. G. Middleton, former Captain of

the Panola cavalry, and Captain J. R. Taylor, his successor

in office,'" and on his motiou bill was read second and third

5tu,e-i under a sudpeatiidl of the rule, and passed forthwith,

li'tie standing as stated.

Mr Grace by leave, introduced a bill entitled "An act to

amend an act entitled an act to amend section 7, chapter 6

ifl tie Revised Code of the State of Mississippi, so fui* as the

!*aihe provides compensation for the State Printer,'*' which on
his motion was referred without reading to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

Mr. Reagan offered the following resolution, which was
adopted:

Resolved—That the portion of the (jovernor's message re-

iatuig to Railroads, <&c, in the indigent family clause of said

message be withdrawn from the Commiit.ee on Indigent Fam-
ilies, to which it was referred, and it be referred to the Com-
init-ee on Judiciary.

Mr. Yandeil by leave introduced a bill to be -entitle! "An
act i dative to the relief of indigent families of sokbeis in

i cVDo county,'' which on his motion was read- three several

times under a suspension of the jjyle and passed forthwith,

tale standing as stated.

Mr. Hendon by leave introduced a bill to be entitled "An
act to amend an act amendatory of an act entitled an act for

The relief of the first batta'lion Mtssi'-sipui State Troops, com-
manded by Maj®r Harper," whjch On liis motion was read
fhree several times under a fcrapeiifidil of the rule, and passed

forthwith, title standing as stated.
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Mr. Arnold by leave, introduced a joint resolution ealKngf

on the Confederate States Government for the payment oi

our troops, which on his motion was read second time under'

a suspension of the rule and adopted.

Mr. McGeheeby leave introduced a bill to be entitled "An
act for the relief of indigent families of soldiers, in Pike

county/' which on his motion was read second time under a
suspension of the rule, and on morion of Mr. Murdoch, refer-

red to special committee on indigent families.

Mr. [Seal of Harrison, from Commitifo on the Judiciary,

made the following reports, which were received ami
agreed to;

Mr. Speaker: The Judiciary Committee to whom was re-

ferred a bill for the relief of J. E. Lemons, of Yallabusha
county, id this State, have bad the subject matter under con-

sideration and have instructed me to report the same back
with a' recommendation thai, it do not pass.

Mr. Weaker: The committee to whom was referred a bill

entitled '"An act to amend an act entitled an act to regulate

the laying out and making roads, ojc, have had the same un-

der consideration and have instructed me to report the same
back with a recommendation that' it do tfot pass.

Mr. Speaker: The Judiciary Committee, to whom
was referred the petition of J. 1\ McCraekin, have had
the subject matter of the petition under consideration.

Said committee have instructed me to report the same
back, and ask to be discharged from farther considera-

tion of th,e same.
Mr. Speaker: The Judiciary Committee, to whom Was

referred a bill entitled an act lor*the- relief of C. M. Ed-
monsou, Clerk of the Circuit and Probate Court of Cov-
ington county, and lor other purpbsps, have had the same

'

under consideration, and have instructed me to report the

same back, with a recommendation that it do not pass.

Mr. Speaker ; The Judiciary Commitr.ee, to whom
was referred a bill entitled an act to amend the several

acts relative to the swamp and overflowed lands in Jhe
counties of Hancock, Ai anion, Lawrence, Copiah and
Simpson, have had the same under consideration, and
have instructed me to report the same back, with a re-

commendation that it do not pass.

Mr. Murdoch, from Committee on "Ways and Means,
made the following report

:

Ma. Spbakek : The Committee of "Ways and Means,



to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled an act to

amend an act to authorize and require the Governor to

cause to be prepared and printed a sufficient amount of

bonds, bearing 8 per cent, interest, for the purpose of

calling in and taking up the notes issued bylaw for mili-

tary defence of the State, approved December 5, 1863,

have considered the same, and have instructed me to re-

port it- back, with the recommendation that it do pass.

Which, on his motion, was received F-nd agreed to, and
on his further motion, bill read three times, under a 'sus-

pension of the rule, and passed, title standing as stated.

Mr. Speaker : The Committee of Ways and Means,
to whom was referred a bill for the suppression of con-

traband distillation of spirits, and for making the pro-

duction of spirits a source of revenue to this State, and
for other purposes, beg leave to report that they have
•carefully examined into the questions involved in the

bill, and are of the opinion that the existing'Javs on
your statute books have wholly failed to accomplish the

objects for which they were passed. They have not di-

minished the quantity of grain which was being con-

sumed, or the amount of drunkenness in the country

;

but have only flooded the'country with inferior spirits, at

extortionate prices, and have placed the trade in the

same in the hands of vicious and irresponsible white
men and negroes, and instead of suppressing distillation,

it, has forced it into illicit channels, to the great demoral-
ization of the country,. Your committee are of the opin-

ion that a judicious and veil guarded law, authorizing

the distillation of spirits, might be enacted, which would
not only furnish a sufficient amount for medicinal and
other legitimate purposes, but would also become a
source of large revenue to the State. The books in the
Auditor's office show that, at the end of the present year,

after deducting the enormous amount of nearly a mil-
lion of dollars, the amount of the incoming tax, the ag-

gregate indebtedness of the State will be five millions

two hundred and eighty-five thousand dollars, and the
military debt, supposed to bo nearly a million of dollars,

which must, sooner or later, be met from some source.

The census of 1800 shows that there 900,000 soulsinthis
State, at that time. Allowing the population to have
-decreased 200,000 from the effects of the war, still leaves
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700,000, which may be considered a fair computation.
Allowing that each person would consume one-half gal-

lon per annum, which, in the opinion of medical men,
would be a necessary average of consumption in this eli-

mate, it would require an amount of 350,000' gallons to

be supplied per annum. A tax on that ot ten dollars p*r
gallon would produce the enormous sum ot three mil-

lions five hundred thousan i dollars, besides the amount
collected from licenses, which will make a large sum in

itself. Your committee estimate that that amount of
spirits, fifty per cent, proof, will not require for its pro-

duction more than 176,000 bushels of grain, largely over
which amount has wasted in the counties either ot
Lowndes or Monroe, for the want of cousnmers, in the
tast twelve months. Your committee feel well assured
that, unless some plan can be devised to stop the accu-

mulating indebtedness of the State, during the war,

other than by the ordinary mode of taxation, many of
your people will be ruined, while the State itself will be
overwhelmed with an indebtedness which can never be
paid. Your committee, in view of the foregoing and
other facts, not thought necessary to mention in this re-

port, beg leave to report the bill back to the House, and
recommend that it do pass.

Which, on motion ot Mr. Tindall, was received and
agreed to; and, on his further motion,bill to be entitled an
act for the suppression of contraband distillation of
spirits, and for making the production of spirits a source
revenue to this State, and for other purposes, was read
twice, under a suspension of the rule, and, on motion of
Mr. Barton, was laid on the table, one hundred copies of

report and bill ordered to be printed, and made special

order for Thursday, at 10 A. M.
The following message was received from his Excel-

lency, the Governor, through hispiivate secretary:

Mr. Speaker : I am instructed by his Excellency, the
Governor, to inform the House of Representatives that

he did, on this day, approve and/sign the following House
bills, to-wit :

Joint resolutions in relation to school commissioners.
An act to invest the Probate Court of the county of

Yazox) with jurisdiction of the last will and testament of
John Campbell, deceased.
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Maria E. King.
An act to legalize the assessment roll of Itawamba

county, and for other purposes.

An act to lemove the civil disabilities of Nathan C.

Luse, a minor, of Yazoo county.

An act for the relief of John Lee Crawford and Mary
E. Crawlord, of Copiah county.

An act to repeal an act to incorporate the town of Car-

thage, in the county of Leake.

An act to repeal all acts incorporating the town of

Oakland, Yallobusha county, Miss.

Mr. "Wells, from the Committee on Propositions and
Grievances, made the following report, which was re-

ceived and agreed to :

Mr. Speaker : The Committee on Propositions and
Grievances, to whom was referred the petition of sundry
citizens of itawamba county, with a bill to be entitled an
act for the relief of M. D. Files, former sheriff of said

county, have had the same under consideration, and, as

legal questions are involved therein, have instructed me
to report the same back to the House, with a recommen-
dation that they be referred to the Judiciary Committee,
and that they be discharged from the further considera-

tion of the same.

Mr. Bestor, from the CSrnmittee on Education, made
the following reports, which, on his motion, were received

and agreed to :

Mr. Speaker: The Committee on Education, to whom
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to secure the in-

terest on the Chickasaw school fund, so far as relates to

the county of Pontotoc, approved December 2, 1858, have
had the same under consideration, and have instructed

me to report the bill back to the House, with the recom-
mendation that the same do pass.

And, on his further motion, the bill was read second
and third time, and passed, title standing as stated.

Mr. Speaker: The Committee on Education, towhom
was referred so much of the Governor's message as re-

lates to school for soldiers' children, excepting that part

which refers to raising the money for education, have
had the same under consideration, and have instructed

me to report the following bill : "A bill to be entitled an
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act for the establishment and regulation of primary
schools for the education of the children of soldiers, and
for other purposes," which, on his motion, was read

twice, under a suspension of the rule
;
pending which,

On motion of Mr. 13rown, House adjourned until to-

morrow morning, at 10 o'clock.

WEDNESDAY, March 1, 1SG5.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Prayer by Rev. Dr. Andrews.
On motion of Mr. Gowan. reading of the minutes was

dispensed with.

On motion of Mr. Eskridge, the call of counties was dis-

pensed with.

Mr. Murdock presented a memorial from the Probate

Judge of Lowndes county, which, on his motion, was re-

ferred without reading to' the Judiciary Committee.
Mr. Robinson asked and obtained leave of absence for

Mr. Grully, on account of sickness.

Mr. Murdock, from the Committee on Ways and Means,
made the following report : «
Mr. Speaker : w
The Committee on Ways and Means, to whom was .re-

ferred a bill entitled "An act to increase the compensation
of the probate Clerk of Winston county ;" also, a bill "to

amend Art. 147 of Sec. 32 and Art. 3G4of Sec, 70. of Re-
vised Code ;" also. "An act to increase' the salary, of the

Probate Judge of Lowndes county;" also, "An act to in-

crease the compensation of Assessors ;" have considered the

same, and have instructed me to report the accompanying
bill, with the recommendation that it do pass.

Which, on his motion, was received and agreed to.

And, on his further motion, the rule was suspended, and
bill read the second time.

Mr. Eskridge moved to amend the second section by in-

serting after the word assessors, "and sheriffs."

Mr. Staples moved to amend the amendment by inserting

after the word sheriffs, "county treasurers,"

Which was adopted.
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Question recurring upon the motion of Mr. Eskridge to

amend the 2d section as amended by Mr. Staples, was lost.

Mr. Owen moved to amend 3d section by inserting "Pro-

bate Judge of Holmes county receive fifteen hundred dol-

lars from and after the 1st day of April, 1865." Which
was adopted.

Mr. Stubbs of Smith, offered the following amendment

:

"That the salary of all the Judges of Probate, whose sala-

ry has not heretofore been raised, shall be increased 50 per

cent." Which was lost.

Mr. McLemore moved a reconsideration of the vote by
which "sheriffs and treasurers" was lost. Which was car-

ried. .

Mr. Seal of Harrison moved that the House resolve it-

self into a committee of the whole upon the bill, which
was lost.

Mr. Daniel moved to lay the bill and amendments on the

table, which was adopted by ayes and nays, called for by
Messrs. Brown, Tindall and Hendon

:

Yeas—Messrs. A lien, Arnold, Bradford, Bestor, Boon?,
Bradley, Barton, Brown, Buntin, Cunniagham, j?bWori,

of Jones, Daniel, Dillard,Fox, Faulkner, Gowan, Ilipks,

Hooker, Hanson, Isom, Irby, Jackson, Johnson, of Dc-
Soto, iCirk, Lowry, Lewers, Morehead, Montgomery,.
McLaurin, McElroy, Pounds, Pinson, Rucks, S&t.jrfU's,

Shelly, Sutton, Stephens, Upshaw, Wynne—80.

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, B'romley, Har-

nett, Dancer. Eskridge, Foxworth, Grace, Gray, llen-

don. Johnson, of Wilkinson, Lott, Moore, Murdock,
McLemore, McKay, of Neshoba, McGehee, Owen, Pope,
Powe, Reagan, Robinson, Seal, of Harrison, Strick-

lan, Seal, of Plancock, Sessions, Stubbs, of Smith, Tin-
dall, Wells, Yandell and Youns;—31.

The following message was received from the Senat3 :

Mr. Speaker :—The Senate have passed bills with the

following titles

:

"An act to authorize and require the paymentof certain

funds tp the parties therein named."
"An act to regulate the action of the Police Courts in.

certain cases."

And have passed House bills entitled as follows :
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of Lafayette county."

"An act to authorize the Treasurer to issue one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars of the treasury notes of this State

which have been funded in the 8 per cent, bonds, and to

destroy a similar amount of the small warrants authorized

by act of April 4, 18G4, and for other purposes."

"An act for the relief of the State Institution for the

Blind," with an amendment thereto.

Mr. Seal of Harrison, from the Judiciary Committee,
made the following report, which was received and agreed

to :

Mr. Speaker :—The Judiciary Committee, to whom was
referred a bill entitled "An act to amend an act entitled an
act to amend the law relative to suing out the writ of Ha-
beas Corpus, approved Dec. 5, 1863," have had the same
under consideration, and have instructed me to report the

same back, with a recommendation that it do pass.

On motion of Mr. Seal of Harrison, the bill was read the

third time, under a suspension of the rule, and passed forth-

with, title standing as stated.

Mr. Upshaw, from the Military Committee, made the fol-

lowing report

:

Mr, Speaker:—
The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred

a bill for the relief of certain companies named therein,

liave had the same under consideration, and have instructed

me to report a substitute therefor, and recommend its pass-

Which was received and agreed t6 :

And on his further motion, the bill was read three sev-

eral times, under a suspension of the rule, and passed forth-

with, title standing as stated. «

Mr. Montgomery, from the Committee on Public Build-
ings, made the following report:

Mr. Speaker :

—

The Committee on Public Buildings, to whom was re-

ferred the report of *the keeper of the capitol and State li-

brarian, have examined the same, and instructed me to re-

port the following bill.

Which was received and agreed to.
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On motion of Mr, Isonl, the rule was suspended and the

bill read a second time.

And, , on his further motion, the House resolved itself

into a committee of the whole for the consideration of the

bill.

Mr. Johnson of DeSoto in the chair.

After a short time spent therein, the the committee rose,

reported bill back to the House, with a recommendation

that it do pass.

Which, on motion of Mr. Johnson, was received and

agreed to :

The bill was read the third time, under a suspension of

the rule, and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

M. Barnett, from the special committee to whom was

referred so much of the Governor's message as refers to the

Surgeon-General's report, made the following report,which

was received and agreed to :

Mr. Speaker :—The special committee to whom was
referred that portion of the Governor's message which re-

lates to the very able report of the Surgeon General, have

had the same under consideration, and have instructed me
to report that there is* nothing contained therein which re-

quires legislative action, and ask to be relieved from any
further consideration of the subject.

Mr. Cunningham, from select committee to whom was
referred report of commissioners upon examination of Au-
ditor's and Treasurer's offices, made the following report,

which was received and agreed to :

Mr. Speaker : The select committee, to whom was
referred the report of the commissioners appointed to

examine the Auditor's and Treasurer's offices, from
, 1st

November, 1859, to August, 1864, have had the same
under examination, and instruct me to report that, from
the report of said commissioners, there appears many
errors and irregularities, some of which are of such im-
portance to the interest of the State as to require fur-

ther investigation. The committee, therefore, offer the
accompanying resolutions, and recommend that they do
pass.

And, on his further motion, rule suspended, resolutions

read second time and -tidopted

:

Whereas, the report of the commissioners appointed
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by act of the Legislature, approved December 8, 18G3, to

examine the Auditor's and Treasurer's offices, shows
many errors and irregularities, some of which are of such
importance, to the interests of the State as to recpuire fur-

ther action on the part of the Legislature, lie it, there-

fore,

Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of Missis-

sippi, That the Governor he authorized and instructed

to appoint a competent and suitable person to take the

report of said commissioners, with their tabular state-

ments, and by and with the advice of the Governor, be
empowered to examine these errors, with a view to their

correction.

2. Resolved, That if it shall appear, on such examina-
tion,, that the interests of the State requires it, said com-
missioners shall, with the advice of the Governor, insti-

tute suit against all delinquents to the State who may re-

fuse or fa i J to make satisfactory settlements of their ac-

counts, and a full report be made by him to the next
session of the Legislature.

Mr. Cunningham from select committee to whom w as referred

report of commissioners upon Auditor's and Treasurer's offices,

made the following report :

Which on motion of Mr. Lidflell, was received and agreed to.

The committee to whom was referred that part of the Governor's

special message, and accompanying* documents, relating to salt

agents D. S. Pattison and Luke P. Blackburn, beg leave to report,

It appears from the report of the commissioners appointed by
the Legislature to investigate and report upon these salt agencies

that the sum of $20,000 was placed m the "hands of Captain D. £.

Pattison for the purchase of salt fur distribution amons; the people

of the State. Of this sum only $57S,25 wag actually paid out

for salt. The cost of sacks and other expense* of himself and
agents in making this investment amounts to the sum of 32046,00

Captain Pattison reports that he impressed or seized, in Louisiana,

23,000 pounds of salt, the property of one Carpenter, for which he

promised to pay $13S0. This has not yet been paid, and consti-

tutes a debt against Captain Pattison or the State. The amount
purchased and paid for, 12,035 pounds, and the amount seized and
not paid for, 23,0C0 pounds, together 35,035 pounds, is the gross

amount this agtSit professes to have purchased and seized for the

State. But Q. M. Gen. West, on the part of the State, acknowl-

edges to have received from Captain P. only 29,150 pounds, being

5S85 (instead of SSS5, as reported by the commissioners) less than

.the amount Captain P, charges to the State.
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deducting the tot.-il cash paid out, 62624,85, from tlie nmomnt
of cash received. $20,000, shows a balance of cash in the hands of

Captain P. of $17,575,15. This Captain P. proposes now to settle

by the payment of $9100 of 7-3-0 Confederate States Treasury

notes, and $8475, 15 of the old issue at par, thus,on account of the'

threat depreciation of 7-30's and the discount under the law upon
the old issue, liquidating his indebtedness to the State at about

one-half its true amount.

Your committee have strong reasons to believe that the cash

paid to Captain Pattison consisted of notes known as Convention

notes of this State, bearing interest at 10 per cent. These notes

have never been below par and now command a high premium.
Your committee approve the course of the Governor in refusing

to settle with Captain Pattison upon the terms proposed, and
submit the following resolution for adoption by the House.

Resolved, That the Governor be requested, as soon as possible,-

to cause suit to be instituted against Captain D. S. Pattison, salt

agent, to recover the balance duo by him to the'State,

Nothing is known by the commissioners or by your committee,

of the fifty bales of cotton entrusted to Dr. Luke P. Blackburn for

the purchase of salt. Xo salt has ever beeri received, nor anything

official heard from Dr, Blackburn on the subject.

And on his further motion.- resolution read second time and
adopted.

1

Ms. Seal, of
,
Harrison, from select committee, to, whom was

referred so«much of the Governor's message as relates to negro-

enlistments, made the following report, which, on his motion, was
received

:

The* select committee of the House, to which waa referred that

portion of the Governor's message relating to negro enlistments,

have had the subject under consideration, and have instructed me to

to report the accompanying resolutions on the subject and to

recommend that they do pass.

Mr. Liddeli from the minority portion of the committe made the

following report:*

Mr. Spkaker: Thd minority of the -committee, to whom was
referred that portion of the Governor's msssage which relates to

negro ,
enlistments, beg leave to submit the following report and

resolution ;f

On motion of Mr. Young, majority and minority reports were
laid on the table, and made special order for Friday 12 M.

Mr. Owen from select committee made the following report

:

The special committee, to whom was referred a bill for the relief

of C' S. Whitcomb, of Holmes county, beg leave to report that

*No copy of resolutions furnished State Printer,

tXo copy of report furnished State Printer.



62

they have duly considered the same, a7id find that the amount of

money damaged was stated correctly, but that $50 out of the $S6
was military instead of cotton money, and have directed me to

report a bill in accordance with the facts of the case with a

recommendation that it do pass.

Which on his motion was received and agreed to.

And on his further motion, rule suspended, bill rvad second and
third time and passed, title standing as stated.

Mr. Jackson introduced a bill entitled,

An act for the relief of Peter llatcliff, Sheriff of Amite county,

Which on his motion was, under a suspension of the rule, read

twice, and on his further motion, referred to the Committee on
Claims.

Mr. Lott introduced a bill to be entitled, "An act to amend
an act entitled an act to incorporate the Canton Female In-

stitute indie town of Canton, Madison. county*. Mississippi, '

which, on his motion, was read three several tiu.es. under
a suspension of the*rule, and passed forthwith, title stand-

ing as stated.

Mr. Morehead introduced a bill to be entitled, 'An act to

incorporate the Newton Female Institute," which, on hi*

motion, was read three several times, under a suspension of
the rule, and parsed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Mr. Seal, ot Hancock, introduced a bill entitled, -'An act

to amend an act to provide for the speedy reco rJry of per-

sonal property wrongfujry taken or detained," approved
December 3d, 1863, which, on his motion, was read three

several times, under a suspension of the rule, and passed

forthwith, title standing as stated.

Mr. Shelly introduced a bill to be entitled. "An act for

the relief of the estate and securities of B. F. Toomer, for-

mer sheriff of Itawamba county," which, on his motion, was
rqad first and second time, under a suspension of the rule,

and, on motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, was referred to the

committee on Ways and Means.

Mr. Dancer, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled,

"An act to increase the salary of the Probate Judge of Tip-

pah county," which, on his motion, was read second time,

under suspension ofthe rule. •

Sundry amendments, including the counties of Calhoun,

Itawamba, Lafayette, Yallobusha, Rankin, Smith, and.

other counties were offered.
t

Mr. Young moved to lav bill and' Amendments on the
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table, which was lost by a}res and nays called? for by Messrs.

Brown, Seal of Harrison; and Tindall.

Aves— Messrs. Allen, Arnold, Bradford, Bestor, Boon,

Bradley, Brown, Cunningham, Deason of Jones, Daniel,

Fox, Falconer, Gray, Hooker, Hanson, Hendon, Isom, Irby,

Jackson, Liddell, Lewers, Morehead, Montgomery, Mc-
La rin, McElroy, Rack=:, Stapl-s, Seal of Harrison, Sutton,

Stephens, Wynne and Young—32.

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Bromley, Bar-

ton, Bunt in, Barnett, Dancer, Eskridge, Fort, Grace. Gow-
an, Johnson of DeSoto, Johnson of Wilkinson, Kirk; Loit,

Moore, Murdock, McLemore, McKay of Neshoba, McGehee,
Owen, Pounds, To we, Piiison, Reagan, Robinson, '"eal of

Hancock, Sessions, Shelly, Stubbs of Smith, Tindall, tlp-

shaw, WeHs and Yandell—34
#

On motion of Mr. Fort, bill and amendments were referred

to Committee on Ways and Means, with instructions to re-

port by bill or otherwise.

Mr. Falconer introduced a bill to be entitled, "An act to

provide for the purchase of horses for the benefit of the Mis-

sissippi cavalry," which, on his motion, was referred without

reading to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Eskridge, by leave, offered the following resolution,

which was adopted :

Resolved, That the Rev. C K. Marshall be requested to

address the Legislature at some time during the present ses-

sion that will suit his convenience, and that the use of this

hall be tendered him for that purpose.

Mr. Lewers offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That from and after to-day, at 3 o'clock, this

House will not receive or entertain any other bills of a local

or private character, which was rejected.

Sir. Reagan called up the engrossed bill entitled, "An act

tor the relief of prisoners of war from Mississippi, confined

m the prisons of the United States," pending which, on mo-
tion Of Mr. Bradford, the House took a rece? s until 3

o'clock, P. M.

• THREE O'CLOCK, P. M.

The recess having expired, House resumed its session and
and proceeded to the consideration of bill pending at recess,

t >wit:
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"Air act for the relief of prisoners of war from Mississippi

In the prisons of the United States."

Mr. McNeil offered the following substitute for bill

:

An act to authorize the Governor to export fifteen hundred bales
of cotton for the benefit of Confederate prisoners in the hands
of the enemy.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Stntc of Mississippi, That the

Governor be authorized to make a contract with any individual or
company to furnish and deliver at any place or point of shipment
where the same can be sold advantageously, fifteen hundred bales

of cotton ; the proceeds of which, after paying all cost and expen-
ses, shall be applied to the rebel of prisoners from this State now
in northern prisons, or so much of the funds arising from the sale

of such cotton as may be deemed sufficient for their relief. That
the Governor shall appoint two or more commissioners who shall
take charge of the cotton, attend to the sale and the appropriation
of the funds, and that said commissioners shall take duplicate
vouchers of all purchases or appropriations made out of said fund,
and that said commissioners shall make a full report of the sale

of said cotton and appropriations of the funds arising therefrom.
That any money remaining in the hands of said rj ommissioners shall

be paid into the State Treasury and appropriated to the purchase
of any of the outstanding liabilities, which may be obtained on the
most advantageous terms, of the'State. That said commissioners
shall be allowed a fair and reasonable compensation for their servi-

ces and expenses by the Governor.
Be itfurther enacted, That this act take effect from and after its

passage.

Which, on motion of Mr. Johnson of Wilkinson, was laid

on the table.

• Mr. Upshaw offered the following amendment

:

After word "cotton" in 3d section, 3d- line insert "or

money," which was adopted.

Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, offered the following amendment
by way of an additional section :

Sec. — . Be it further enacted, That should it be ascer^

tained by the,,Governor that the Confederate Government
has shipped cotton for the benefit ofour officers and soldiers

who are now in northern prisons to an amount sufficient to

meet their wants, and shall have sent commissioners to make
arrangements to meet their wants and comforts, or should it

be ascertained that a general exchange of prisoners has

been agreed upon between the commissioners ot exchange
of the respective Governments, and there be reason to be-

lieve that an exchange will be effected within a reasonable

time, then the execution of this act shall be suspended until
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the emergency shall arise for its provisions to be carried out,

which was adopted.

Mr. Barton moved to amend by way of additional section:

Sec. —. Be itfarther enacted, That no cotton shall be
purchased under the provisions of this act until the Gover-
nor shall have first ascertained whether the cotton will be
allowed to pass the: Confederate and Federal lines, and be
distributed in accordance with the intention of this act ; and
further, whether it be necessary to ship the cotton at all.

Which was adopted..

Mr. Liddell ofrc red the following amendment, which
was lost :

Strike out all. after the enacting clause, first section,

second line, to "rate," in the fourth line, and insert "two
commissioners ft\>m among the number of prisoners of
this State now in the hands of the enemy, shall be selec-

ted by the Governor.
On motion of Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, the bill and

amendments were made special order for^ to-morrow at

10 o'clock, A. M,, in committee of the whole.
Mr. Seal, of Harrison, asked and obtained leave of ab-

sence for Mr. J. W. Irvin, Messenger, until Monday next.

Mr. Brown asked and obtained indefinite leave of ab-

sence for Mr. Kirk, on account of illness in his family.

The following message was received from his Excel-
lency, the Governor :

Executive Office, Columbus, March 1, 1865.

Gentlemen of the Senate and Souse of Representatives :

I transmit the report of Rev. C. K% Marshall, Agent
for the State Hospitals, and recommend its suggestions to

your early and favorable consideration. His accounts are

also herewith sent for your information. The vouchers
are in my possession, subject to examination.

CHARLES CLARK.
« The following message was received from the House :

i Me. Speaker : The Senate have passed hills of the

following titles :

An act to require the Auditor of Public Accounts to

issue his warrant in favor of the Mobile and Ohio rail-

road, for certain monies received by M. D. Haynes, late

Treasurer, and for other purposes.
And have adopted a joint resolution, entitled "Resolui

ti on relative to the impressment of cotton and totfacco,

H—

4



andconscribing and arming slaves by the Government.''

Also, joint resolution inviting the Rev. C. K. Mar-
shall to address the Legislature.

In all of which the concurrence of the House is de-

sired.

The Senate have passed House bills entitled as follows

:

An act to amend an act entitled an act amendatory of

an act entitled an act for the relief of the 1st battalion,

Mississippi State Troops, commanded by Major Harper,

An act to repeal an act to secure the interest on the

Chickasaw school fund, so far as it relates to the county
of Pontotoc, approved December 2, 1858.

An act for the relief of Captain W. O. Middleton,
farmer captain of the Panola Cavalry, and Captain J. R.
Taylor, his successor in office.

An act to amend chapter 5, articles 10 and 11, of the

Revised Code.
An have adopted a substitute for House bill, entitled

an act to repeal an act entitled an act for the relief of
Dempsev Sherrod. Said substitute is entitled an act to-

amend an act entitled an act tor the relief of Dempsey
Sherrod, approved August 12, 1864.

On, motion of Mr 'Young, adjourned until to-morrow
morning, at o'clock.

THURSDAY,' Mai-.cei 2 ISGo.

llvu-'c met pursuant to adjournment.

fii\ uiotiau of Mr. Stricklin, the reading of 'lie journal?
we.! e dispensed "?ilh.

-u.-. Morehead presented the petition of W. M. Haley,
Sne-j -i.T of Copiah county, which oa his motion was referred

to Committee on Claims.
Mr. Cunningham presented petition of T. P. Barton, of

N'o-vuuec county, which on his motion was referred to Com-
mit ice ou Claims.

Kir. Grace presented petition of sundry citizens of Lauder-
dale county, which on his motion vAs referred without read-
ing to Committee on Propositions and Grievances.

Mv'. Bestor puesehted a letter from L. A. Duncan, senr .

o> L'^Jc^rduls oun'y, with an accompanying- bill, which on
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his motion was referred to Committee, on Education, withou^
reading. •

I

Mr. Wells, from Committee on Propositions and Griev
auces made the following report:

Mr. Speaker: The Committee on Propositions and Griev-

ances to whom was referred the petition of M. Greenhood,
of Clark county, praying that an excess of taxes paid by him
in 1863 be iefunded, have had the same under consideration

and have instructed me to report a bill to. the House for his

relief, with a recommendation that it do pass, which on hia

motion was received and agreed to, and on motion of Mr.
Brown the constitutional rule was suspended, bill read three

several times and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Mr. Johnson, of PeSoto, from Committee on Enrolled Bills

made the following report:

Mr. Speaker: The Committee on Enrollments have ex-

amined bills of the following, titles and finding the same cor-

rectly enrolled, have submitted to the Governor, for his ap-

proval and signature, viz.:

An act to remove the civil disabilities, of Emma E. and
Waiver P. Kennedy, minors of Carroll county, Mississippi,

An act for the relief of Henry E. Raico, Executor, &c of
Lafayette county.

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Evander H. Ru?3.

a minor of IJancock county.

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Daniel Cohen, a

minor of Wilkinson county.

An act to authorize the. Hoard of Police of the county of

Tippah to borrow money from the Treasurer of the School
Fund of said county-

An act to amend chapter 5, articles 10 and II of the Re-
vised Code.

Joint resolution in rc]ation to Genl. Joseph E. Johnston.

Resolutions granting leave of absence to the Hon. William
II. Kil patrick.

Mr. Murdock from the Committee on- Claims, made the

following report, which was received and agreed to:

Mr. Speaker: The Committee on Claims to whom was
referred the bill to be entitled "An act for the relief of Peter
Ratcliff, Sheriff of Amife county," have considered the same
and have instructed me to -report it back to the House with
the recommendation that it do not pass.

,

Mr. Brown from Committee oh Treasurer's office made- the,

following report which was received and ag peed to:

Mr. Speaker: The comrrnftce 'o v. h-vjn Tas -v'or.-cda bill
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to be entitled "An act to provide for the examination of the
offices of Auditor of Public Accounts and State Treasurer,

approved December 1, 1863/' have had the same under con-

sideration and ask leave to report that they have adopted,

the accompanying as a substitute for the 1st section ofsaid
bill". They have furthermore struck out the 2d and 3d sec-

tions of said bill,for the reason that they are of opinion, from

all the information in their possession, that it is impractica-

ble to have a true and final settlement of the account be-

tween S. L. Hussey, former Treasurer, and tho State, with-

out running the hazzard of impairing the rights of innocent

third parties. With, [these modifications your committee re-

commend the passage of said bill.

Mr. Owen offered the following amendment which was
rejected:

Be it enacted. That' the commissioners be instructed to

give the late Treasurer credit for all money .of the old issue

Confederate money which he paid out properly at the dis-

count of 33 1-3 per cent.

Mr. Deason of Jones, moved to lay bill on the table which

was rejected, and on motion of Mr. Brown the constitution-

al rule was suspended, bill read third time and passed, title

standing as stated*

Mr. Leddell, from select committee, to whom was referred

so much of the Governor's message as related to the report

of the Salt Agent of the State1

, made the following report,

which was received and agreed to:

Me. Speaker: The committee to whom was referred the

report of the State Commissioners on the several l salt agen-

cies, have had the report of the General Agent for the State

Mr. Z. A. Phillips, submitted to them for examination since

their report upon salt agents Pattison and Blackburn was
made' to the House, and beg leave to report that they

have looked into the report'of Mjj. Phillips with considerable

care and interest, and deem it but an act of simple justice to

say that he has discharged the trust confided in him with '

commendable energy, ability and fidelity. This work ha<*

been prosecuted under many difficulties, and at a very heavy

cost to the Treasury- . The following table will exhibit the

statement of Mr, Phillip's account:
Amount drawn from State Treasury $147,216 25

from A. M. West ' 11,497 40
" CaDt. W. C. Turner 2,800 00

Proceeds of sale of Salt., ..... 67,840 06

Less cash paid into the State Treasury $10,696 60

Tot-U : $218,657 71
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4nd he has e&pended in the purchase of prop-

erty and for transportation, building, labor$154,000 0,j

Manufacture of Salt and transportation of

sahaeto railroad 64,657 71

Total.....'!....,. ...$218,657 71
'

He has made to Jan. 1, 18C5 of Salt.... §79 783 lbs.

Of this there has been distributed to counties

free of charge in lieu of tame quantity de-

stroyed b/ the enemy 5,869 lbs.

Exchanged for necessary supplies..... 79,703

Distributed to the various counties 436,316

Remaining on hand Jan. 1/65.... 57,895

Total...
.' 579,783 lbs.

There are now four furnaces -in successful operatio.<,.

with an estimated producing capacity of forty to fiffc\

bushels each per day. The labor is wy seriously inter-

fered with by the exceedingly,wet fall and winter of the

past and present year, the wells being ten feet under water

at date of report ; but much of the delay and inconve-

nience resulting from this source is avoided by conveying

fee salt water in tubes a distance of two and a half miles,

to the higher pine lands ; by which also is saved the great

expense and labor of hauling the wood to the water. An-
other and not the least important advantage obtained by
this skillful device of Mr. P. is that, whereas the wells aro

situated in a low, marshy, miasmatic district, productive of

ranch disease, intermittent, biilious and typhoid fevers, in

the summer and fall, and pneumonia in winter, a healthier

locality is secured for the operatives in the dry pine lands

adjacent.

Your committee express,' with much confidence, the

hope and belief that the public, will not be disappointed

in the results obtained' from these works* through the en-

ergetic and skillful management of Mr. Phillips.

Ho further legislation being desired, your committee ask

to be discharged from the further consideration of the sub-

ject.

Mr. Powe, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an
act to amend section 9, article 37, on page 445, of the

Revised Code, so as to authorize the Probate Judges of the

several counties in this State to grant orders for the sale of

perishable property, at the time of the granting of letter*

of administration ; whichr, on his motion, was read twice,
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iftvier a suspension of the rule, and referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Murdock presented a memorial from the Baptist

State Convention, which, on his motion, was referred to

the Committee on Education.

Mr. Houston introduced a bill, to be entitled an act to in- •

lure the hearing and decision of causes in the High Court

nf Errors and Appeals ; which, oh his motion, was read

fcvice, under a suspension of the rule, and referred to the

judiciary Committee. ,

Mr. Hanson introduced bill to be entitled an act to

imend an act entitled an act to aid in strengthening the

Confedejftte cavalry, which, on his motion, was read twice,

Under a suspension of the rule, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Military ^flairs.

Mr. Upshaw introduced bill, to be entitled an act to re-

peal all laws forbidding slaves to be quartered by them-
selves, and for other purposes, which, on his motion, was
referred, without reading, to the Committee on the Judi-

ciary.

Mr. Upshaw offered the following resolution, which was
adopted

:

Resolved, That Ex*Govern6r John J. Pettus be invited

to a seat within the bar of this House.
Mr. Yandell called up special order of the day, being a

bill to be entitled an act for the relief of prisoners of war
from Mississippi, confined in the prisons of the United

States.

The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole,
upon consideration of said bill, Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto,

in the chair.

After some time spent therein, the Committee rose, re-

ported bill back to the House, with sundry amendments
thereto, and recommended that bill, as amended, do pass ;

which, on motion of Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, vfas received

and agreed to.

Mr. Murdock -moved that bill be engrossed and made
special order for Friday, at 11 A. M., whieh was lost.

Mr. Rucks moved to make bill special order for
c
6 P. M.,

which was lost.

Mr. Upshaw movod a suspension #f the rale, that bill to
read fchipi time and pass-, which was adopted.
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*Bill read third time and passed, by ayes and nays, called

For by Messrs. Gowan, Upshaw and Seal, of Harrison.

Yeas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Allen, Bradford,

Bestor, Bromley, Boon, Brown, Barnett, Cunningham,
Daniel, Dillard, Eskridge, . Fox, Fort, Grace, Hicks,

Hooker Hanson, High, Hendon, Isom, Irby, Jackson,

Johnson, of DeSoto, Johnson, of Wilkinson, Kirk, Lid-

dell, Lott, Lowry, Lewers, Minter, Morehead, Montgom-
ery, McLemore, McGehee, Owen, Pounds, Powe, Pinson,

Reagan, Rucks, Staples, Stricklan, Sessions, Shelly, Sut-

ton, Stephens, Upshaw, Wynne and Yandell—51.

Nays—Messrs. Arnold, Barton, Buntin, Carroll, Dancer,

.Deason, of Jones, Foxworth, Gowah, Gray, Moore, Mur-
dock, McKay, of N., McLaurin, McElroy, McNeil, Pope,

Robinson, Seal, of H., Seal, of Hancockj Stubbs, of Smith,

Tindall, Wells and Young—23.
The following message was received from the Senate :

Mr. Speaker : The Senate has passed bills with the fol-

lowing titles, viz

:

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the Probate

Clerk of Marion county, and for other purposes.

"A bill to be entitled an act to repeal article 39, section

8, chapter 33, of the Revised Code, for a limited period, and
for other purposes.

A bill to remove the civil disabilities of George K.
Smifh.

And have passed House bills entitled as follows :

A bill entitled an act to incorporate the Pioneer Machine
Company.
An act to authorize the Quartermaster General of the

State to pay to the officers and men of the 2d battalion and
6th regiment, Mississippi State Troops, for horses which
were killed before they were appraised and valued.

An act relative to the relief of indigent families of sol-

diers in Yazoo county, with an amendment thereto.

Resolution calling on the Confederate States Govern-
ment for the payment of our troops.

Mr, Hicks called up Senate resolutions appointing a day
of fasting, humiliation and prayer, which, on his motion,

was concurred in.

Mr. Tindall called up special order of the day, being re-
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port of special committee on distilleries, and bill offered by
said committee.

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, the House resolved

itself into committee of the whole, on consideration of

said bill, Mr. Seal, of Harrison, in the chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, re-

ported bill back to the House, with a recommendation that

committee sit again at 3 P. M.; which, on motion of Mr.

Seal, of Harrison,' was received and agreed to.

On motion of Mr. McGehee, the House adjourned to 3

o'clock, P. M. '

THREE O'CLOCK P. M.

House met, and resumed consideration of bill, in com-
mittee of the whole, entitled an act for the suppression ot

contraband distillation of spirits, and for making the pro-

duction of spirits a source of revenue to this State, and
for other purposes, Seal, of Harrison, in the chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose,, re-

ported bill back to the House, with a recommendation that

it do not pa&s, which was received and agreed to.

Mr. Liddell offered the following resolution, which, on
his motion, was referred to the Committee on the Judi-

ciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in-

structed to inquire into the propriety of establishing a

court of claims in this State, and report by bill otherwise.

ZjHr. Murdock asked and obtained leave of absence for

Mr. Moore, of Chickasaw, from and after to-morrow.
Mr. Crowan asked and obtained leave for Mr. Deason, of

Jones,, after to-morjow.
The following message was received from the Senate :

Mr. Speaker : The Senate have passed a bill, entitled

an act relative to indigent families of soldiers in Warren
county

; and have passed House bills entitled as follows :

An act for the relief of C. S. WhitcOmb, of Holmes
county;

An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate,

the Female Institute of the town of Canton, Madison
county, Miss.

An act to incorporate the Newton Female Institute.
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An act making an appropriation for repairing th.s capitol.

The following message was received from the Governor :

Me. Speaker : I am instructed by his Excellency, the

Governor, to inform the House of Representatives that he

did, on this day, (2d of March,) approve and sign the fol-

lowing House bills, to-wit : *

Joint resolution in relation to Gen. Joseph E. Johnston.

An act to remove the civil disabilities of David Cohen,

a minor, of Wilkinson county.

An act to authorize the Board of Police of Tippah
county td borrow money from the trustees of the school

funds of said county.

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Emma E. Ken-
nedy and Walter P. Kennedy, minors, of Carroll county,

Miss. '

An act for the relief of Henry E. Rasco, executor, of La-

fayette county.

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Evander H.
Russ, a minor, of Hancock county.

Resolution granting leave of absence to Hon. Wm. H.
Xilpatrick.

An act to amend chapter 5, articles 10 and 11, of tlie

Revised Code.

On motion of Mr. Young, the House adjourned until to-

morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

FRIDAY, March 3, 1865.

House met pursuant to adjournment. On' motion of Mr> Hendou
reading of journals was dispensed with. •

Mr. Grace asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr. McElroy.
Mr. Robinson asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr.

McKay, of Neshoba.

On motion of Mr. Carroll, the call of counties was dispensed
with.
' Mr. Seal, of Harrison, from the Judiciary Committee made the

following report:

Mr. Speaker : The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred

a bill entitled, "An act to authorize the Tax Collector of Newton
county to refund certain money therein mentioned," have bad the
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**&me 'trader coiisiderAtion, and instructed me "to 'report the same
'back with a recommendation that it do not pass.

Which on his motion was received and agreed to.

Mr. Speaker : The Judiciary Committee, to whom was refeKred"

the petition or memorial of Stephen A. Brown., Judge of the-

Court of Probate for Lowndes county, liave had the same under
consideration* and have instructed me to report that legislation ie

"unnecessary upon the subject contemplated in Said memorial* and
ask to be discharged "from further consideration of the same.

Which ou his motion was received and agreed to.

Mr. Speaker: The Judiciary Committee, to whooa* was referred*

a -bill -entitled, "-An act to amend -Section 9, 'Article. 8-7 on page
445 of the Revised Code, so as to "authorize the Probate Judges
of the several counties in this Slate to grant 'orders for the sale, of

perishable property at the time of grant of Letters of. Administra-

tion," have had the same Under 'Consideration, and have made an
amendment thereto, and instructed me to report the same back
with a recommendation 'that said bill do pass with the amendment.
Which on his motion was received and agreed to.

And on his further motion, bill read third tim«, undeu a sus-

pension of the rule, and passed as amended.
Mr. Speaketk : The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred

'<& bill entitled, "An act to repeal all laws forbidding slaves to be

quartered by the»selves, and for other, purposes," have had the

same und^r Consideration, and have instructed me to. report the
same back with a recommendation that it do pass.

Which -on 4«s motion was received and agreed to.

Mr. Liddell moved to strike out the words "or in towns."

Mr. Growan amoved to lay bill and amendment on table.

Which was rejected.

The question recurring ooa the motion of Mr. Liddell to strike

•out, was adopted.

Mr, Speaker Houston offered the following substitute for first

section of bill

:

"Strike out all after enacting clause," and insert* "Thai.it shall

'hereafter be lawful for masterB to- quarter their slaves on their

plantations without overseers; Provided, the owner or agent ehaJl

make affidavit that he or she cannot proeure the services of a
isuitable person to place over them."

Mr. Youvig moved to : lay substitute on the table.

Which was lost.

The question recurring on the adoption of the substitute offered

by Mr. Speaker Houston, it was adopted.

Mr. Mnrdock moved an amendment to title.

Which was adopted. •

On motion ©f Mr. Minter, bill was read thre*. times as. asnenileiiL
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fj Messrs. Dancer* Gowan and Robinson.

Yeas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Allen, Arnold, Bradford,

Bestor, Bromley, Boon, Bradley, Barton, Buntin, Barnett, Brown,
Cunningham, Carroll, Deason of Jones, Daniel, Dillard, Eskridge,

Pox. Foxworth, Fort, Gnlly, Grace, Gowan, Hooker, Hanson,
Heudon, Isom, Irby, Jackson, Johnson, of Wilkinson, Liddell,

Lott, Lowry, Morehead, Montgomery, Murdock, McLemore, Mc-
Kay, of .Neshoba, McLaurin, McElroy, McGehee, McNeil, Owen,
Pope, Pounds, Powe, Pinson, Praitt, Reagan, Bucks, Robinson,

Staples Seal, of Harrison, Stricklan, Seal, of Hancock, Sessions,

Shelly, Sutton, Stubbs", of Smith, Stephens, Tindall, Upshaw,
Well3, Wynne, Yandell, Young—68.

Nays—Messrs.' Dancer, Gray, High, Johnson, 'of DeSoto,
Johnson, of Tippah, Kirk, Lewers, Minter.—8.

Mr. Speaker : The Judiciary Committee, to which was referred

abillto be entitled, " An act to insure the hearing and decision of

'cases in the High Court of Errors and Appeals," have had the

same under consideration, and have instructed me to report the

same back with a recommendation that it do not pass.

Which on his motion, was received and agreed to.

Mr. Speaker : The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred

the petition of AY. M. Haley, Sheriff and Tax Collector of Copiah
county, praying an act of the Legislature to make void the sale of

certain lands therein described from said Haley as such Tax
t^ollector to Charles Deterly, to whom he had executed deeds, and
the said Clnrles Deterly having died without making payment,
Jiave had the subject ma tier under consideration and have instructed

me to report tbe same back to the House with a recommendation
that they be discharged from further consideration of the same.

Which on his motion was received and agreed to.

Mr. Speaker : The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred

so much of the Governor's message as relates to crimes and recom-
mending the establishment of inferior courts of criminal jurisdiction,

have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to

report that in the opinion-of the committee that no inferior court

of criminal jurisdiction can be established in one county to try

persons charged with offences committed in another without

violating the plain meaning of the first article, section 10 of th«

State Constitution, and recommend that they be discharged from
further consideration of the same.

Which on his motion, was received and agreed to.

Mr. Speaker: The Judiciary Committee, to whom was
referred so much of the Governor's message as relates to

exempts, have had the same under consideration, and instructed

me to report that the present Justices of the Peace and Constable*

in the State have been elected under the Constitution and the laws
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toade in pursuance thereof, for the term prescribed by the said

Constitution, and the committee are of the opinion that the Legis-

lature has no power to abate any of said offices so as to effect the

present incumbents or to shorten the term for •which they were
severally elected, and ask to be discharged from further considerar

tion of the same."

Which, on his motion, was received and agreed to.

Mr. Murdock, from the Committee on Ways and Means,
made the following report, which, on his motion, was re-

ceived and agreed 10

:

Mr. Spraker : The Committee on Ways and Means to

whom was referred a bill to be entitled, "An act for the re-

lief of the estate and securities of B. F. Toomer, former

sheriff of Itawamba county, have considered the same and
have instructed me to report it back with an amendment,
and recommend that it do pass.

On motion of Mr. Shelby, the rule was suspended, bill

read third time and passed, title standing as stated.

Mr. Upshaw, from the Committee on Military Affairs,

made the following report:

Mr. Speaker: The Cemmittee on Military Affairs to

whom was referred an act to amend an act entitled an act

making appropriations for the military service for the next

fiscal year, approved December 9th, 1S63, have had the'

same under consideration, and have instructed me to report

it.back to the House with the recommendation that it do
pass, which, on (lis motion, was received and agreed to ;

and on his further motion the rule was su-pended and bill

read second time.

On motion of Mr. Reagan, House resolved itself into

committee of the whole for the consideration of said bill-

Mr. Upshaw in the chair.

After a short time spent .thereon the committee rose, re-

ported the bill back 1o the House with a recommendation
that it do pass.

On motion of Mr. Up?kaw, the report was received and
agreed to ; and on his further motion the rule was suspended,

bill read third time and passed, title standing as stated.

Mr. Speaker : The Uommittee on Military Affairs, to

whom was referred an act, entitled 'An act to amend an act

entitled an act to aid in strengthening the army of the

Confederate States," have had the same under consideration,

and have instructed me to report that up. legislation is ro
quired.
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Which, on motion of Mr. Upshaw, was received and
agreed to.

Mr. Upshaw, from Committee on Military Affairs, made
the following report

:

Mr. Speaker: The Committee on Military to whom was
referred a bill to be entitled, "An act to provide for the pur-

chase of horses for .the benefit of the. Mississippi cavalry,

have had the same under consideration, and have instructed

me to report the bill back to the House with the recom-

mendation that it do pass.

On motion of Mr. Young the House refused to agree to

the report. Bill lost.

The following message was received from the Senate.

Mr. Speaker : The Senate have passed a bill entitled,
>{An act to amend an act entitled an act to amend an act to

provide for organizing and disciplining the militia, of this

State," approved August 13th, 1864, and for other purposes.

Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, from Committee on Enrolled

Bills, made the following report

:

Mr. Speaker : The Committee on Enrolled Bills have ex-

amined bills of the following titles, and finding them correctly

enrolled, have submitted them to the Governor for his ap-

proval and signature

:

. ,

"An act making an appropriation for repairing the

capital." *

"An act to incorporate the Newton Female Institute."

"An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the

Canton Female Institute, in the town of Canton, Madison
county, Miss."

"An act for the relief of C. 8. Whitcomb of Holmes
county."

"An act to repeal an act to secure the interest on the

Chickasaw School Fund, so far as relates to the county of

Pontotoc," approved December 2nd, 1858.

''An act to authorize the Treasurer to re-issue one'hundred
and. fifty thousand dollars of the treasury notes of this State,

which have been funded in the eight per cent, bonds, and to

destroy a similar amount of the small warrants authorized by
act of April 5, 1864, and for other purposes."
"An act to amend Article J 4, chapter 21, page 206, Re-

vised Code." b

"An act fixing the fees of jailors for feeding prisoners."

"An act to appoint additional commissioners in districts

one and five in Panola county."
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j

uAn act for the relief of the State Institution for tr-

Blind."

"An act to amend an act entitled an act amendatory of an
act entitled an act for the relief of the first battalion of

Mississippi Slate troops, commanded by Major Harper.
''An act for tho relief of the Probate and Circuit Clerks of

Lafayette county." «

"An act for the relief of Capt. W. G. Middleton, tormer
Captain of the Panola cavalry, and Capt. J. R. Taylor, his

successor in office."

On motion of Mr. Morehead, House, took a recess until 3

o'clock, P. M.

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M.

The recess having expired the House resumed its session..

Mr. Bestor, from t"ie Committee on Education, made the

following report

:

Mr. Speaker: The Committee on Education to whorn-
was referred a bill to incorporate the Home for sold-ier-s' or-

phans of the State of Mississippi, have had the same under
consideration, and have instructed me to report the bill back
to the House, with a recommendation that it do pass.

Whioh, on his motion, was received and agreed to
; and.

en his further -motion, rule was suspended, bill read three

several times and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, from Committee on Enrolled Bills,

made the following report

:

Mr. Speaker : The Committee on Enrollments have ex-

amined bills of the following titles, and finding the same cor-

rectly enrolled, have submitted them to the Governor for his

approval and signature :

"An act to incorporate the Pioneer Machine Company."
"Joint resolutions calling on the Confederate States Gov-

ernment for the payment of our troops."

''An act to authorize the Quartermaster General of the

State to pay to the officers and men of the Second Battalion,

and 6th Regiment Mississippi State troops, for horses which
were killed before they were appraised and valued."

Mr. Fox, from Committee on Public Lands, made th<j

following report :

Mr. Speaker : The Committee on Public Lands, tq

whom was referred a resolution instructing the commit:,

tee to inquire into the expediency of withdrawing* *M
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public lauds from sale and entry; and securing to actual

settlers the right of pre-emption, have had the same un-
der consideration, and have instructed me to report that,

in the opinion Of the committee^ the measure proposed is

inexpedient, and ask to b@' discharged from the further

consideration of the subject.

Which, on his motion, was received and agreed to.

Mr. Tindall, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled

an act lo supply the counties of Monroe and Harrison
with spirits for medicinal purposes, which, on his motion,
was, ucder a suspension of the rule, read three several

times, and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Mr. Barton, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled

an act to amend an act entitled an act to prevent the dis-

tillation of spirituous liquors, and to declare the distil-

leries to be public and common nuisances, and to author-
• ke the same to be abated, and for other purposes, so far

as the same relates to the counties of Itawamba and
Tishamingo

; which, on his motion, was read twice, un-
der a suspension of the rule.

On motion, the counties of Tippah, Tallahatchie, Han-
cock, Lawrence, Hinds, Pontotoc, Lafayette, Eankin,
Yallobusha, Sunflower, Madison, Carroll, Yazoo, "Win-
ston, Attala, Scott, Marshall, Wilkinson, Clark, Marion
and Covington were included m the provisions of tho
nil.

s p

On motion of Mr. Allen, the bill t\ as laid on the table,

to be called up at a future time.

Mr. Seal, of ftarrison, from joint select committee to
whom was referred that portion of the Governor's, mes-
sage in relation to destitute families, made the following
report

:

Mr. Speaker : The joint select committee, to< whom
was referred so much of the Governor's message as re-

lates to destitute families, have had the same under con-

sideration, the said committee have prepared a bill upon
that subject, and report said bill to the House, with a re-

commendation that it do pass.

Which, on his motion, was received and agreed to.

And, on his further motion, a bill to be entitled an act

to reduce into one the acts for the relief of destitute

families, and for other purposes, was read twice, under g
. suspension of the rule; and, on motion of Mr. Rucka
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was laid on the table, one hundred copies ordered to be
printed, and bill made special order for Saturday, 4th

instant, at 3 o'clock, P. M.
Mr. Fort, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an

act to repeal an act supplemental to an act to require tax

collectors to collect taxes of 1863 and 1864, by the asses-

ment rolls of the fiscal year 1862, passed at the present

session of the Legislature, approved August 13, 1864,

which, on his motion, was read twice, under a suspen-'

sion of the rule.

Mr. Liddell offered the following amendment, which
was adopted

:

Provided, that the sheriff shall, in all cases where it is

practicable, assess and collect the additional taxes im-
posed by the act amendatory of the revenue laws of this

State, approved December 9, 1863.

Mr. (iowan moved to lay bill and amendment on the

table, which was lost.

On motion of Mr. Fort, the rule was suspended, bill

read third time and passed as amended.
Mr. Eskridge called up the Senate messages.
Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize and re-

quire the payment of certain funds to the parties therein

I
named, was, on motion of Mr. Eskridge,' read three sev-

eral times, under a suspension of the rule, and passed
forthwith, title standing as stated.

Senate bill, to be entitled an act to amend an act to

amend article 32, section 8, of the Eevised Code, ap-

proved December 8, 1863, was, on motion of Mr. Young,
read three several times, under a suspension of the rule,

and passed, title standing as stated.

On motion of Mr. Eskridge, House concurred in Senate

amendment to House bill entitled, "An act to grant freedom
to male slave Loyd, the property of James N. Harper 'of

Tallahatchie county."

Senate bill to be entitled, "An act to amend the fifty-

secoad chapter of the Revised Code, entitled an act to regu-

late the remedy by attachment against debtors," was, on mo-
tion of Mr. Hicks, read twice, under, a suspension of the rule,,

and referred to the Judiciary Committee.
Senate bill to be entitled, "An act to repeal an act ap-

proved December 19th, 1861, entitled an act to amend an
act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Canton, and to
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tepeal all former acts incorporating the same, and all acts

amendatory thereof, and for other purposes," was, on motion

of Mr. Lott, read three several times, under a suspension of

the rule, and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Senate bill to be entitled, "An act to regulate the action

of the Police Courts in certain cases," was, on motion of Mr.
Eskridge, read three several times, under a suspension of the

rule and passed, title standing as stated.

On motion of Mr. Yandell the House concurred in Senate

amendment to House bill to be entitled, "An act relative to

the relief of indigent families of soldiers in Yazoo county^"

Mr. Stephens asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr.
Grace.

Mr. Liddell asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr.

McLeraore for two days.

On motion of Mr- Staples, Mr. Upshaw was addeato the

select committee on indigent families.

Mr. Upshaw moved to refer the bill making special appro-

priations for certain counties therein named for relief of indi-

gent families, to the joint select committee to whom that

subject had been previously referred, which was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, the House adjourned

until 10 o'clock to morrow morning.

SATURDAY, March 4, 1865.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Journal of yesterday read and approved.

The following message was received from his Excellency the

Governor, through his private Secretary.

Mk. Speaker : I am instructed by the Governor to inform tha

House of Representatives that he did, on the 3rd inst., approve

and sign the* following House bills, to-wit

:

An act to incorporate the Newton Female Institute.

An act making an appropriation for repairing the Capitol.

An act to repeal an act entitled an act to secure the interest on

the Chickasaw School Fund, so far as relates to the county of

Pontotoc, approved Dec. 2nd, 1858. ;

An act for the relief of C. S. Whitcomh ofHolmes county.

An act to amend article 14, chap. 21, page 206, Revised Code.

An act to authorize the State Treasurer to reissue one hundred
and fiifcy thousand dollars of the Treasury notes of this State

which have been funded in eight per cent, bonds, and to destroy a

H—

5
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similar amount of the small warrants authorized by act of April

5th, 1S64, and for other purposes.

An act for the relief of W. G. Middleton, former captain of the

Panola Cavalry, and Capt. J. R. Taylor, his successor in office.

An act to appoint additional commissioners in districts one and
fire in Panola county.

An act fixing the fees of Jailors for feeding prisoners.

An act for the relief of the State Institution for the Blind.

An act to amend an act entitled an act amendatory of an act en-

titled an act for the relief of the let Battalion of Mississippi State

troops, commanded by Maj. Harper,

Au act for the relief of the Probate and Circuit Clerks of La-

fayette county.

An act to authorize the Quarter Master General of the State to

pay to the officers and men of the 2nd Battalion and 6th Regi-

ment Mississippi State troops for horses which were killed before

they were appraised and valued.

Joint Resolutions calling on the Confederate States Govern-
ment for the payment of our troops.

An act to amend an «ct entitled an act to incorporate the Can-
ton Female Institute in the town of Canton, Madison county,

Mississippi.

Mir. Speaker : The Senate have passed bills of the following

titles, in which the House i;? aske'd to concur:

An act authorizing Sheriffs to receive certain claims in payment
of comity tuxes levied for the support of destitute families.

An act to allow the accused to submit a statement in criminal

c-As.es.

An act. in relation to the appointment of guardians of infants by
the Chancery Courts in certain cases, and to amend an act entitled

an act to provide for the support of infants in certain cases, ap-

proved February u; 1SC0.

An act for the relief of Robert SliQi,w«>U.

And have passed House bills entitled a£ follows:

Am eitrt for the relief of M. Greenhood of Clark county.

An act i'ijr the relief of prisoners of war from Mississippi con-

futed in the prisons of the United States, with sundry amendment*
thereto, in which the concurrence of the House is desired.

Mr. Speaker announced as regular order of business the con-

sideration of Senate messages'.

Senate bill entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to

p:-;, vide for organizing and disciplining the militia of the State,

approved August 13, 186.4, and for other purpose.

On motion of Mr. Upshaw the Rules were suspended and the

bill read the second time-

Mr. Upshaw moved that the bill be made the special order for

jfci(jnd3»$ ljO o'clock, which was rejected*
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On motion of Mr. Reagan, the House resolved itself into com-
mittee of the whole for the consideration of said bill, Mr. Reagan
in the chair.

After some time spent therein the committee rose, feported bill

back to the House, and asked leave to sit again at 3, P. M., which
on motion of Mr. Reagan was received and agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Seal of Harrison the House took recess till 3

P. M.

THBEE O'CLOCK, P. M.

The recess having expired, the House resumed in Committee of

the Whole, the consideration of an ; ct entitled an act to amend an
act entitled an act to provide for organizing ai.d disciplining the

militia of this State, approved August 13th, 1S64, and for other

purposes, Mr. Reagan in the chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose and reported

the bill back to the House with the recommendation that it do not

pass.

Qn motion of Mr. Reagan, the report was received.

Mr. Bradford moved a rejection of the report of the committee,

which was lost.

On motion of Mr, Seal of Harrison the report of the committee
was agreed to by yeas and nays, called for by Messrs. Bradford,

S ricklin and Seal of Harrison.

I'f.as—Messrs, Anderson. Arnold, Bromley, Barton, Buntin,

Quito! 1, Dancer, Deason, of Jones, Dillard, Fox, FnXworth, Gully,

Gowan, Gray, Hicks, Hanson, High, Hendon, Isom, Jackson,

Johnson of W., Johnson of T., Kirk, Lott, Montgomery, McKay
of N , McLauiin, McElroy, Pope, Pounds, Powe, Pinson, Rucks,
Seal of H, Stricklin, Seal of H., Sessions, Sutton, Stubbs of S.,

Wells, Yandell, Young—42.

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen, Bradford, Bestor, Bootw
£ adley, Brown, Barnett, Cunningham, Daniel, EskridgB, Fal-

coner, Port, Hooker, Irby, Johnson of D., Liddell, Lewer*, Min-
ted Morehead, Murdock, McGehee, McNeil, Owen, Pruit, Reagan,
Robinson, Staples, Shelly, Stephens, TiadaH, Upshaw, Wynne
—33.
The following Resolution AvaB adopted :

Resolved, That the Hon. J. A. Orr be invited to aduress the

Legislature at 7 o'clock, P. M., on Monday next.

A communication from Rev. Dr. (J. jK. Marshall, accepting tho

invitation of the Legislature to address them, and designating this

evening at 7 o'clock, P. M., as the hour, was presented by tbe

Speaker.

On motion of Mr. Seal of Harrison, the House adjourned until

10 o'clock, A. M., Monday ne?t.
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MONDAY, March 6, 1865,

louse met pursuant to adjournment.
Prayer by Kev. Dr. Lyon.
Mr. Eskridge asked and obtained leave of absence for

.vlr. Buntin.
Mr. Stephens asked and obtained leave of absence for

Mr. McLaurin, from and after to-mo*row.
On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, the reading- of

the journals was dispensed with.

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, by leave, introduced a bill5 to be
entitled an aet to provide compensation for members of
the Legislature, which, on his motion', was read second

time, under a suspension of the rule, and made special

order for 3 o'clock Jt\ M., this day.

The following message was- received from his Excel-

lency, the Governor, through his private secretary :

His Excellency has this day signed House bill, entitled

*tAn aet to incorporate the Pioneer iVjachine Company." '•

The following message was received from the Senate :-

Mr. Speaker : The Senate has passed the following

entitled bills :

An act to repeal an act entitled an aet amendatory o£
article 6, chapter 8, page 2-92, of the Revised Code," ap-

proved December 7, lob*3, and to amend act entitled an

act to compel railroads to keep- lights and water on their

cars, approved November 18, 1861L

A bill tor the relief of R. A. Anderson, of Holmes
county.

A bi'l to be entitled; an act to amend an act entitled -ait'

act to prevent the distillation of spirituous liquorSj and
to declare the distilleries to be public and common nuis-

ances, and to authorize the same to be abated, and for

other purposes, approved April 5; 1864.-

A bill, entitled an act to authorize the Governor to

contract witl* suitable persons for the introduction of

juartermaster stores,, cotton and wool cards and medi-

ines.

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize aiixi require the

emoval of criminals from insecure and unsafe jails in

his State, and for other purposes.

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Mayor an£
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Selectmen to increase the taxes on property in the corpo-

rate limits of the town of Macon.
Also passed the following House bills :

An act entitled an act to secure the prompt settlement

of outstanding claims against the quartermaster's depart-

ment of the State of Mississippi.7

An act for the relief ot the estate and securities of B,
F. Toonier, former Sheriff of Itawamba county.

,

Mr. Murdock offered the following joint resolution,

which, on his motion, was read twice, under a suspension
of the rule, and adopted :

"Whereas, the time has arrived, in the opinion of this

Legislature, when it is the duty of every citizen to nerve

himself to a full consciousness of his duty, and to lay

upon the altar of his country his best efforts. Therefore,

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) -That the members,
of this Legislature are hereby requested to canvass their

respective counties, for the purpose of arousing the peo-

ple, and especially to urge ail who are now absent from
their commands to return immediately, to the end that

the army may be strengthened for tho spring campaign.
On motion of Mr. Upshaw, the call of counties was

dispensed with.

Mr. Barton asked a suspension of the rule, with a view

'

to taking from the table a bill to be entitled an act to

amend an act to prevent the distillation of spirituous li-

quors, &c, which was rejected.

Mr. Upshaw moved to take up Senate message, which
was rejected.

,

Mr. Yandell moved to suspend regular order of busi-

ness, with a view to reconsidering the vote on Saturday
last by which a bill to amend the act to authorize the
disciplining of the militia, &c, was lost ; which was lost.

Mr. Yandell gave notice that, on some future day, he
would move a reconsideration of said vote.

Mr. Mmter moved to take up Senate messages, which
was lost.

Mr. Murdock, from the Committee on Ways and
Means, mada the following report, which was received
and agreed to :

Mr. Speaker: The^Committee on Ways and Means,
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an actto amend
eection 7,. chapter 6, of the Revised Code of the State of
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the State Printer, have considered the same, and have

instructed me to report it back, with the recommenda-
tion that it do not pass.

Mr. Murdock, from the Committee on Ways and

Means, made the following report

:

Mr. Speaker : The Committee on Ways and Means,
to whoru we s referred that portion of the Governor's

Message relative to the education of soldier's children,

bo far as appropriations are concerned, have considered

the same, and instruct me to report that, while we fully

appreciate the duty of the State, and would not, in any
way evade it, but, in view of the heavy and imperious
demands upon our exhausted Treasury, for the support

and absolute maintainance of destitute families, we je-

gard it as unwise to divert any portion of our rnpans at

this time, and therefore ask. to be discharged from the

further consideration of the subject.

Which was received and agreed to.

Mr. Murdock, from Committee on Ways and Means.
made the following report :

••

Mr. Speaker : The Committee on Ways and Mean?.
to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled an act to in-

crease the salary of the Probate Judge of Tippah county,

with sundry amendments, have considered the same, and
have instructed me to report it back, with a recommenda-
tion that it do not pass.

Which was received and disagreed to.

Mr. Murdock moved to recommit, with instructions,

which was agreed to, by yeas and nays, called for by
Messrs. Eskridge, Gully and Minter :

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bradford, Barnett, Cunning-
ham, Carroll, Deason, of Jones, Daniel, Dillard, Fal-
coner, Gray, Hooker, Hanson, Isom, irby, Johnson, of
D., Johnson, of W., Liddell, Lott, Lowry, Lewevs, Mia-
ter,- Morehead, Montgomery, Murdock, McLemore,
McLaurin, McElroy, McNeil, Owen, Pope, Pruit, Rea-
gan, Staples, Seal, of H., Sessions, Sutton, Tmdall,
Wells, Yandell, Young—42.

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bestor, Bromley, Barton,
J3rown, Buntin, Dancer, Eskridge^ Gully, Gowan, Hen-
don, Jackson, Johnson, of T., Pounds, Powe, Seal, of
H., Stricklin, Shelly, Stephens and Wynne—21.
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Mr. Young called up special order, being a bill to be
entitled an act to reduce into one all the acts for the re-

lief of destitute families, and for other purposes.

On motion of Mr. Stephens, the House resolved itself

into committee of the whole, for the consideration of

said bill, Mr. Stephens in the chair.

After sometime spent therein, the committee rose, re-

ported the bill back to the House, with the recommenda-
tion that it be recommitted to a select committee of three,

which, on motion of Mr. Stephens, was received and
agreed to.

The Speaker appointed, as said committee, Messrs.

Johnson, of De'Soto, Irby and Fort.

On motion of Mr. Fox, the committee were granted

leave to sit during the sessions of the House.

Mr. Reagan, from select committee to whom was re-

ferred special message of Governor in relation to con-

tract for furnishing cotton and wool cards, made the fol-

lowing report

:

Mr/Speaker : The Select Committee to whom was referred

the special message of the Governor in relation to the purchase of

cotton and wool cards, medicines, &c, under an act of the Legisla-

ture, approved December 9th, 1863, have had the same under con-

sideration. They "have examined the contracts made in relation

to this matter. They find that about one thousand pair of cotton

cards and one hundred ounces of quinine is all that has been
introduced into the State under said contracts. These contracts

are still in existence. Your committee are of opinion that said

contracts have not been made in compliance with the intention of

the act of the Legislature,

The comm'ttee have instructed me to report that in their opin-

m the act above mentioned should be repealed, and for that pur-

•se report the aecompanying'bill and recommend its passage.

Which on his motion was received.

Mr. Reagan moved to agree to the report
;
pending which,

On motion of Mr. Yandell, the House took a recess until 3

clock, P. If.

THREE O'CLOCK, P. Mi

The recess having expired, the House resumed the considera-

m of the report of the Select Committee, the question being on

.freeing to the report, which was pending previous to recess,

Which was agreed to.

A.nd bill to be entitled

in act to repeal an act entitled an act to procure cotton and
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wool cards for indigent families of soldiers and citizens of this

State, approved Dec. 9th, 1863,

Was, on motion of Mr. Reagan, read three several times nnder a

suspension of the rule and passed forthwith, title standing as

stated.

Mr. Seal called up special order, being a bill to provide com-

pensation for members of the Legislature.
v

Mr. Isom moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed, which
was lost. The question recurring on the passage of the bill was
decided in the negative by yeas and nays, called for by Messrs.

Isom, Stephens and Daniel.

Yeas—Messrs. Bromley, Barton, Buntin, Dancer, Deason of

Jones, Eskridge, Fox, Gowan, Hanson, Johnson of T., Lowry
Minter, Montgomery, McElroy, McGebee, Owen, Pounds, Pruit,

Reagan, Seal of H., Stricklin, Seal of H., Sessions, Shelley, Stubbs
of S., and Tindall—26.
Nats—Mr. Speaker, Me srs. Anderson, Allen, Arnold, Boon,

Bradley, Burnett, Daniel, Dillard, Falconer, Gully, Hicks, Hooker,
High, Hendon, Isom, Johnson of W., Liddell, Lott, Lowers, Mur-
dock, McLemore, McLaurin. Powe, Pinson, Robinson, Stephens,
Wells, Yandell and Young—30.

Mr. Stephens called up Senate messages.

Senate substitute being a bill to be entitled

An act to amend an act entitled an act for the relief of Dempsey
Sherrod, approved Aug. 12th, 1864,

Was, on motion of Mr. Anderson, read three several times un-

der a suspension of the rule and passed forthwith, title standing

as stated.

Senate amendments to House bill, being an act for the relief of

prisoners of war from Mississippi in the prisons of the United
States.

1st Amendment—Strike out the word "two" in the second lin»

of the first section, and insert the word "four" in which the

House refused to concur.

2nd Amendment—After the word "Mississippi," in the 13th

line from the bottom of section 3, add the words "in the constitu-

tional currency of the Confederate States.

Mr. Reagan offered the following amendment : "Provided that

such appointments shall not be made from any persons in the

civil or military service of the country."

Which was adopted.

The question recurring on the adoption of Senate amendment
. as amended, was concurred in.

Mr. McGehee moved to lay amendments on the table, which
, was rejected.

Mr. Gowan moved to lj,y bill and amendments on the table and
make them special order for Saturday next at 12, M., which was
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lost by yeas and nays called for by Messrs. Bradford, Stricklin

and Gully.

Ybas—Messrs. Arnold, Bestor, Barton, Brown, Buntin, Carroll,

Dancer, Deason of Jones, Fox, Foxworth, Gully, Gowan, Gray,
Hanson, Hendon, Isom, Jackson, Lowry, Lewers, Minter, Mont-
gomery, Murdock, McLemore, McLaurin, McElroy, McGehee,
Pope, Robinson, Seal of H., Seal of H., Stubbs of S., Stephens,
Wells and Young—34.

Nats—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Allen, Bradford. Brom-
ley, Boon, Barnett, Baniel, Dillard, Eskridge, Falconer, Hicks,
High, Johnson of W., Johnson of T., Liddell, Lott, Morehead, Mc-
Neil, Owen, Pounds, Powe, Pinson, Pruit, Reagan, Staples, Strick-
lin, Sessions, Shelley, Sutton, Tindall, UpBhaw, Wynne, Yandell
—35.
House refused to concur in 3d Senate amendment.
Mr. Falconer moved a reconsideratton of the vote by which th

House rejected the bill to provide compensation for members c

the Legislature. Agreed to,

Mr. Young moved that when this House adjourn, it do so to

meet again in the basement of the Baptist Church, which was
adopted.

On motion of Mr. Yandell the House reconsidered the vote by
which on Saturday it rejected Senate bill entitled an act to amend
an act entitled an act to amend an act to provide for organizer.-

and disciplining the militia of this State, approved August 13th,

1864, and for other purposes.

On motion of Mr. Allen the House adjourned till 10 q'elojeH to-

morrow morning.

TUESDAY, March 7, 1865.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Eskridge, the reading of the journals

was dispensed with.

Leave of absence was granted Messrs. Barnett, Cunning-

ham, Young, Stubbs of Smith, and Dancer.

Mr. Anderson offered the following roBolution, which was
adopted :

Be it Resolved, That during the remainder of the present

session no member of the House shall speak more than five

minutes at one time on any one question.

Mr. Bestor presented memorial and bill, which, on his mo-
tion, .was referred to Committee on Ways and Means.

Mr. Shelley gave notice that at a future day he would in-

troduce a bill for the relief of T. C. Ashcraft.
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Mr. Powe introduced a bill, which, on his motion, was re-

ferred without reading to the Cemmittee of Ways and
Means.

Mr. liarton introduced a bill to be entitled, "An act to

amend an act entitled an act to prevent the distillation of

spirituous liquors, and to declare the distilleries to be public

and common nuisances, and to authorize the same to be aba-

ted, and for other purposes," approved April 5th, 18G4, which,

on bis motion, was read three several times, under a suspen-

sion of the rule, and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Mi-. Es'kridge introduced a bill to be entitled, "An act to

increase the fees of the county officers of Tallahatchie and
other counties," which, on his motion, was read three several

times, under a suspeBsion of the rule, and passed, Jtitle stand-

ing a3 stated.

Mr. Eskridge introduced a bill to be entitled, "An act to

require Circuit Judges to hold their courts," which, on his

motion, was read second time, under a suspension of the rule.

Mr. Houston offered the following amendment

:

"And Judges of the High Court of Errors and Appeals."

On motion of Mr. Young, bill and amendment were referred

to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. McGehee introduced a bill to be entitled. "An act to

repeal Art. 9, of ehap. 5, of the Revised Code, read first time
and placed on calendar. *

Mr. Liddell introduced a bill to be entitled, "An act to

amend an act to increase the compensation of tax assessors,"

approved November 30th, ^858, which, on his motion, was
read second timo under a suspension of the rule, and referred

to the Judiciary Committee.
Mr. Stricklan intioduced bill to bo entitled, "An act to

exempt keepers of the Poor House in the several counties of
this State from military service," which, on his motion, was
referred, without reading, to the Committee on Military
Affairs.

Mr. Reagan offered the following resolution, which was
read first time :

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) The two Houses adjourn
sine die on Thursday, at 7 o'clock, P. M.

Mr. Houston introduced bill to be entitled, "An act to in-

crease the fees of the County Treasurer of Monroe county,
md for other purposes," which was read first time and,

daced on calendar.

Mr. Falconer introduced a bill to be entitled, "An act to

nend an act entitled an act to provide for perfecting accfc
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preserving records of Mississippi troops," which was read
first time and placed on calendar.

Mr. Gowan introduced a bill to bo entitled, "An act to

provide for the relief of the indigent families of soldiers in

the counties of Hancock, Marion, Lawrence, Copiah and
Simpson, and for other purposes," which, on his motion, was
referred, without reading, to the jCommittee on Judiciary.

Mr. Shelley introduced a bill for the relief of T. C. Ash-

craft, read first time and placed on calendar.

The following message was received from the Senate :

Mr. Speaker : The Senate has passed bills with the fol-

lowing titles :

A bill entitled an act amendatory of article six, chapter
five, of the, Revised Code, and of the resolutions providing

for the preservation of the laws and journals, approved Nov.
7th, 1858.

A bill to be entitled an act to change the names of Laura
Tice and George Tice.

An act to repeal an act in relation to the publication of

legal notices.

An act in relation to loans of notes and bonds issued by
the Confederate States, or by this State.

Resolution relative to the Department Commander.
An act to authorize tax collectors to refund certain monies

herein named.
Also House bills with the. following titles :

An act to amend an act entitled an act making appropria-

tions for the military service for the next fiscal year, ap-

proved December Oth, 1S63.

A bill to be entitled an act to amend Sec. 9, Art. 87, on
page 445 of the Revised Code, so as to authorize the Probate
Courts of the several •euuntics in this State to grant orders

for the sale of perishable property at. the time of the grant

of letters testamentary of administration.

Also, with an amendment, House bill entitled an act to

authorize the quartering of slaves in certain cases on the

plantation of their owners.
A.nd have passed a substitute for House bill entitled "An

act amendatory of au act to provide for the examination of

the Auditor's and Treasurer's office, approved December l^t,

1863, and for other purposes," and for House resolution on
the same subject.

Mr. Murdock introduced a bill to be entitled "An act to

•end an act entitled an. act to incorporate the Southern.
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on calendar.

Air, Johnscm, of DeSoto, from the special committee, maa
the following report, which, on his mction. was received and
agreed to :

Mr. 'Spcakou : The special committee to <cyhom was re

ferred a bill entitled an "An act to reduce into one all th

'acts for the relief of -destitute families, 'and for other purpo
-ses," with instructions to revise the same, have endeavored
to discharge the duty assigned them, and have instructed m<

to report the bi-11 back, (as they hope, in a more acceptable
form,) and to recommend that fa do pass.

On motion of Mr. Seai, of Harrison, the House resolved

itself if^to a committee of the whole for the consideration, of

*aid Wl\, Mr-. Seal, of Harrison, ia the chair.

Atter pome time spent therein the committee rose,, reported

^ill back lo the House, with sundry amendments thereto,

with a recommendation that the bill as amended do pass.

Which, on motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, was received

and agreed to.

Gmaotion'of Mr. Jdhrcson, of DeSoto, bill read third time

Mr. Pruit offered the following additional section as a

•amendment by way o£ ryder :

Section-—«, Be it further enacted, That there shall be n

tax levied on gram or pork which is wholly produced by th

labor of white females,

"Which was lost by ayes and nays, called for by Messrs

SPrtlit, Stricklan and Barton.

Yuas.—MeF&re. Bromley, Barton, Car.roll, I)aneer, Eskridge
'Fort/GuUy, '<Jowan, High, HendoE, Isom, Jackson, Johnson of Bvs.

Hot©, Johnson of^Tippaa, Lott, Xiewers, Morehead, McGehee,
Pounds, spruit, Robinson, Staples, Stricklan, Seal of Hancock,
-Shelley, Ttndall, U pshaw, WelJa and Wynne—29.

Nttys—Messre. Allen, Bradford, Bestor, Boon, Bradley, Brown,
Barnett, Deason of Jones, Daniel, Fox, Foxworth, Falconer, Gray,

Hick*, Hooker, Haason, lrby, Johnson of W., Liddell, Lowry,
Murdock, McLemore, McLaiyin, McElroy, Owen, Reagan, Seal of

-Harrison, Sessions, button, Slurbs of S., Stephens and Young—3i.

Question recurring upon the passage of the hill, it was passed,

title standing as stated.
;

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, the special message of the Governor
in relation to the claims of Dr. C. K. Marshal, was called up, and
on his motion, with the accompanying documents, was referred to

the Commit! 3e of "Ways and Means.

A. co£nmv.nicrvtiqn was presented by the Speaker from. Hon.
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Sure and citizens to-night at the Court House.

On motion of Mr. Brown, the House took recess until 3, P. M,

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M.

The recess- having expired, th« Houso resumed its session.

Mr.- Bestor sailed up special order, a hill to he entitled

An Act to provide compensation for the members of the Legis-

lature.

Which, on motion of Mv. Seal of Harrison, was read third time

and passed, title standing as stated.

Mr. Johnson of DeSoto, from the Enrolling Committee, made
the following report

:

Mb. Sfeakeb ; The Committee on Enrolled Bills- have exam-
ined hills of the following titles, and finding the same correctly en-

rolled, have this day submitted them to the Governor for his ap-

proval and signature :

An act for the relief of M. Greenhood, of Clark county.

An act relative to the relief of indigent families of soldiers itt

Yazoo county.

An act to grant freedom to male slave Lloyd,, property of James^

!N. Harper, ot Tallahatchie county.

An act to amend section 9, article 87, page 445, of the Revised

Code, so as to authorize the Probate Courts of the several counties

in this State to grant orders for the sale of perishable property at

the time of the grant of letters testamentary or of administration.

An act to amend an act entitled "An act making appropriations

for the military service for the next fiscal year," approved Dec.

9th, 1863.

An act for the relief of the estate and securities of B. F. Toomer
former Sheriff of Itawamba county.

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, called up Senate messages.

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the

Probate Clerk of Marion county, and for other purposes,

was, on motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, read three sev-

eral times, under a suspension of the rule, and passed
forthwith, title standing as stated.

Senate bill, entitled an act amendatory of article 6,

chapter 5, of Revised Code, and of the resolutions pro-

viding for the preservation of the laws and journals, ap-

proved November 7, 1858.

Senate bill, entitled an act to repeal article 39y section

8, chapter 33, of the Revised Code, for a limited period,

and for other purposes, was read twice, under a suspen-
sion of the rule, and,
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On motion of Mr. Murdock, referred to the Committee
en the Judiciary.

Senate bill, entitled an act to remove the civil disabili-

ties of George K. Smiih, was, on motion of Mr. Minter,
read three several times, under a suspension of the rule,

and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Senate bill, entitled an act authorizing sheriffs to re-

ceive certain claims in payment of county taxes levied

for the support of destitute families, was, on motion of

Mr. Minter, read three several times, under a suspension

of the rule, and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Senate bill, entitled an act to allow the accused to sub-

mit a statement in criminal cases, on motion of Mr. Min-
ter, was read a second time, under a suspension of the

rule, and,

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, referred to the

Judiciary Committee.
Senate bill, entitled an act in relation to the appoint-

ment of guardians of infants, by the Chancery Courts, in

certain cases, and to amend an act entitled an act to pro-

vide for the support of infants in certain cases, approved
February 11, I860, was,

On motion of Mr. Minter, read second time, under a
suspension of the rule, and,

On motion of Mr. Barton, referred to the Judiciary

Committee.
Senate bill, entitled an act for the relief of Robert

Shotwell, was, on motion of Mr. Minter, read three sev-

eral times, under a suspension of the rule, and passed
forthwith, title standing as stated.

Senate bill, entitled an act to require the Auditor of
Public Accounts to issue his warrant in favor of the

President of the Mobile and Ohio railroad, for certain

monies received by M. I). Ilaynes, late Treasurer, and for

other purposes, was read second time, under suspension,

of the rule, and,

On motion of Mr. TJpshaw, referred to Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Senate bill, entitled an act to authorize the Governor
to contract with suitable persons for the introduction of
quartermaster stores, cotton and wool cards and medi-
cines, was read the first time, and on motion of Mr. Rea-
gan, was indefinitely postponed".
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Senate bill, entitled an an act to authorize and require

the removal of criminals from insecure or unsafe jails in

this State, and for other purposes, which, on motion of

Mr. Minter, was read three several times, under a sus-

pension of the rule, and passed forthwith, title standing

as stated.

Senate bill, entitled an act to authorize the Mayor and
Selectmen to increase the taxes on property in the corpo-

rate limits of the town of Macon, which, on motion of
Mr. Brown, was read three several times, under a suspen-

sion of the rule, and passed forthwith, title standing as

stated.

Mr. Upshaw moved to concur in Senate amendment te

House bill, entitled an act to secure the prompt settle-

ment of outstanding claims against the Quartermaster's

Department ot the State of Mississippi, which was re-

jected.

Seriate bill, entitled an act relative to indigent families

of soldiers in Warren county. Read first time, and, on
motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, was indefinitely post-

poned.
Senate joint resolution relative to the impressment of

cotton and tobacco, and conscribing and arming slaves,'

by the Government, was taken up.

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved the adoption of the re-

port and resolution of the minority report of select com-
mittee on part of the House, to whom was referred so

much of the Governor's message aa relates to negro en-

listments, as substitute for said resolution, which was re-

jected, by ayes and nays, called for by Messrs. Bradford,
Stephens and Tindall :

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bestor, Boone, Bradley,.Barnettr
Daniel Eskridge, Falconer, Gully, Gray, Hooker, Han-
son, High, Hendon, Jackson, Liddell, Lott, Lewers, Min-
ter, Murdock, McLemore, McLaurin, McElroy, McGe-
hee, Pruit, Reagan, Robinton, Staples, Seal of Harrison.,

Seal of, H., Sessions, Stubbs of S., Stephens, "Wynne
and Yandell—35.

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Arnold, Brad-
ford, Bromly, Barton, Brown, Carroll, Dancer, Deason of
J., Dillard, Fox, Foxworth, Fort, Gowan, Hicks, Isom,
Irby, Johnson of D., Johnson of W., Johnson of T.,

Lowry, Morchead, Montgomery, McNeil, Owen, Pope,
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Powe, Pinson, Stricklan, Shelly, Sutton, Tindall, Up-
ehaw, Wells and Young—36. «

Pending which, on motion of Mr. Reagan, the House
adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock.

WEDNESDAY, March 8. 1865.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Reagan, the reading of Journals of
yesterday was dispensed with.

The clerk asked and obtained leave to read the latter por-

tion of yesterday's proceedings.

On motion oi Mr. Reagan, Senate joint resolution in

reference to adjournment was taken up.

Mr. Young moved to amend by inserting 12 .o'clock to*

night, instead of 7 P. M., which was lost.

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, resolution was laid

upon the table ; and, on his further motion, the regular or-

der of business was dispensed with.
' Mr. Seal, Of Harrison, from joint special committee to

•whom was referred a resolution asking aid for the destitute

families of certain counties, made the following report,

which, on his motion, was received and agreed to :

Mr. Speaker : The joint select committee to whom was
referred a resolution asking aid for the destitute families of

soldiers, in certain counties, have had the same under con-

sideration, and have instructed me to report back the ac-

companying bill, with a recommendation that it do pass.

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, the bill was read

second time, under a suspension of the rule ; and, on his

further motion, House resolved itself into committee of the

whole, for consideration of said bill, Mr. Seal, of Harrison,

in the chair.

After some time spent therein, committee rose, reported

bill back to the House, with sundry amendments, with a
recommendation that it do pass, as amended ; which was
received, and, oh- motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, was
agreed to, by yeas and nays, called for by Messrs. Seal of

H-, McGehee and Powe. Yeas, 40 ; nays, 21, as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bradford, Bestor, Bromley.
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Boon, Bradley, Barton, Barnett, Carroll, Dancer, Deasoit

of J., Daniel, Dillard, Fox, Falconer, Fort, Hick?, High T

Isom, Jackson, Johnson of W.. Johnson of T., Liddell,

Lowry, Minter, Murdock, McLemore, McNeill, Owen,
Pounds, Pinson, Pruit, Reagan, Staples, Stricklan, Ses-

sions, Shelly, Stephens, Upshaw and Wynne—40.

Nays— Mr. Speaker, Messrs; Gully, Gray, Hanson, Hen-
don, Irby, Lott, Lewers, Morehead„A'ontgomery, McElroy,
McGehee, Powe, Robinson, Seal of Harrison, Seal, of

Hancock, Stubhs, of Smith*Wells, Yandell andYoung—21.

Mr. Seat, of Harrison, offered the following amendment

:

Amend by giving to the counties of Harrison,Jackson and
Hancock five thousand dollars each.

Mr. McGehee moved to lay billon table, which was lost.

Mr. Dancer moved to adjourn. Withdrawn.
Various amendments were offered to the amendment of

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, giving various sums to different

counties.

, of Calhoun, moved to amend by inserting

county of Calhoun, five thousand dollars, and county of

Hinds, twenty-five hundred dollars ; which was adopted.

Mr. Bradford moved to lay all amendments on table. Losl
Mr. Young moved to lay bill and amendments on table.

Lost.

Question recurring upon the adoption of the various

amendments offered to the amendment of Mr. Seal, of Har-
rison, they were lost

^Question recurring upon the adoption of the amendment,
sm offered by Mr. Seal, of Harrison, it was carried.

Mr. A; urdock moved to amend* by inserting county of

Pike, five thousand dollars, which was adopted.

Mr. Upshaw moved to amend by inserting $142,500, in-

stead of $165,000, the same being the amount appropriated

to the various counties, which was adopted.

M'r. Johnson, of DeSolo, moved to reconsider the vote by
which the counties of Calhoun and Hinds were added to the

bill. Lost.

Bill was read third time, under a suspension of the rule,

as amended, and passed, by yeas and nays, called for by

Messrs. Young, Irby and Deason, of Jones :

Yeas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Bradford, Brom-
ley, Bradley, Barton, Barnett, Dancer, Dillard, • Falconer,

9—

H
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Fort, Hooker, High, Johnson of Wilkinson, Johnson of
Tippah, lowiy, Lewers, M*urdock, McLemore, MeGehee,'
XcNeill, Pounds, Pinson, Pj-uit, Reagan, Seal of Harrison,
Stricklan, Seal of Hancock, Shelly, Stubbs of Smith, Ste-
phens and Upshaw-^-32.
Nays—Messrs. Bestor, Boon, Carroll, Deason of Jones,

l''ox, Foxworth, Gully, Hanson, Hendon, Isom, Irby,
Jackson, Johnson of DeSoto, Liddell, Lott, Morehcad,-
Montgomery, McElroy, Owen, Pope, Powe, Robinson-,
Staples, Sessions, Sutton, Wells, Wynne, Yandell, Young.
—29.
The following message was received from his Excel-

lency, the Governor, through his private secretary :

Executive Office, Columbus) Miss.,

March 8 1865.

Gentlemen <f the House of Hepresentatives :

His Excellency, the Governor, instructs me to report to'

your honorable body that he has this day approved and
signed the following House bills, to-wit

:

An. act for the relief of M. Greenhood, of Clarke county.

An act relative to the relief of indigent families of soi-

<iio-rs of Yazoo county.

An act to grant freedom to male slave L^oyd, property of

James N, Harper, of Tallahatchie count

w

An act for the reli^.i' of the estate and securities of B.

P.. Toomer, former Sheriff of Itawamba county.

In act to amend section 9, article 17, page 445, of the

K wised Code, so as to authorize the Probate Courts of the

several counties in tlwfe State to grant orders for the sale <?f

perishable properly, at the time of the grant of letters

rcsstatnentaryj or of administration.

An a$t to amend an act entitled an act making appro-

priations for the military service, for the next fiscal year,

approved December 9, 1S63.

Oa motion of Mr. —
:

, the House adjourned until 3

P.M.'

THUEK O'CLOCK P, K.

House met.

On motion of Mr. Shelly, the bill for the relief of Col'.'

T. C Aeaeraft was taken up from the calendar.

Bill was read second time.
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• On motion of Mr. Shell)-, House resolved itself into a

committee of the whole, for the consideration of the Game,

Mr. Brown in the chair.

After some time spent therein, committee rose, reported-

bill back to the House, with a recomrnendat'on that it do
pass ; which, on motion of Mr. Brown, was received and
agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Shelly, the Constitutional rule was
suspended, bill read third time, and passed forthwith,. tide

standing as stated.

Mr. Lowry asked leave to introduce a bill, which was
not granted. .

Mr. Murdock, from Committee of Ways and Cleans,

snade the ibl lowing report, which, on his morion, was" re-;

reived and agreed to :

Mr. Speaker: The Committee on Ways and Mean^, to

whom was referred a bill, to be entitled an act to authorise-

^heriife and Tax-Collectors of the several counties in this

Stated to receive of citizens of this State, in payment of

i-he State and county taxes, the certificates of deposit of

the old issue of Confederate Treasury notes*, lor the ex-

change of new issue thereof, have instructed me to reportO A.

the same back, with the recommendation that it do pass,

And, on his further motion, bill Was read second and

third. time, under a suspension of the rule., ana passed

forthwith, title standing as stated.

Mr. Murdock, from Committee 6f Ways and Means, made
we following report, which was received and agreed to :

Mr. S.'Eaker : The Committee onWava and Means, to

whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act tor the ap-

pointment of a historical commissioner, have instructed

me to import the same back, with the. recommendation thar.

ft do rjotp&8s.

Mr. MuVdock, from (ho Comnnr.fe of Ways and Means sr ad'.:;

(he following report, which- on his motto?* M*aa received t.ud

agreed if :

Mr. Speaker : The Oouimitteo oi. Ways and Means, :o whom
was committed a report npon th« subject of salame's for Probate

Judges, with instructions to report u general bill, ask leava to re-

port the accompanying biil and reeoaimend -thst it do pass.

On his motion the bill was read three several times under n sv.a-

peasion of the rule and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

-Vr. MnnWk. from th$ Comm"^'^ r/£ ^ra *r.d Wtrh**. *?}f*>.i
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the following report, which, on his motion, was received and
agreed to : •

Mr. Speaker: The Committee on Ways and Means, to whom
was referred the memorial of the Baptist State Convention, havo
instructed me to report that the subject* matter of said memorial
has been disposed of by the action of this House, and therefore

ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the ques-

tion.

Mr. Murdoch, from the Committee- on Claims, made the follow-

ing report, which was received and agreed to :

Mr. Speaker : The Committee on Claims, to whom was re-

ferred a bill to be entitled "An act for the relief of Thomas P.

Barton, of Noxubee, county," have considered the same and in-

structed me to report it back with the recommendation that it do

pass.

And on his further motion the bill was read third time under

suspension of the rule, and passed forthwith-, title standing sm

stated.

Mr. Murdoch, from the Committee of Ways and Means, made
ihd following report :

Mr. Speaker: The Committee of Ways and Means, tor" whom
was referred the report of Dr. C K. Marshall, State Agent for

Hospitals, have considered the same and instinct nie to report

that in their opinion the sum of fifty thousand dollars should be

appropriated for the* maintenance of the Agency of Dr. Marshall.

Which on his motion was received and agreed to.

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, from the Judiciary Committee, made th«

following report :

Mr. Speaker : The Committee to whom Was referred a bill en-

titled '-An act in relation to the appointment of Guardians of In-

fants by the- Chancery Courts in certain ' cases, nnd to amend an

act entitled an act to provide for the support of infants in certain

cases," ap'proytsd Feuruafy 11, IStiU, have had the same un-

der consideration, and have instructed rue to report th*sam©
back Kith a recommendation thai it do pa>s.

Which, on his motion, was received and agreed to ; and on

his further motion pill was read third time, under a suspen-

sion ol the rule and passed, title standing as stated.

Mr. Lowry, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled, "An
act to authorize repairs o^ the Mobile and Ohio Kail" Road.-""

Bill read once.

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, the House took np
bill entitled an act*

with a view to concur in Senate amendments to the same;

* MS. nt.t furnished.



On motion the several amendments were separately con-

curred in.
1

1

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, t.^e special message of

the Governor in reference to State Distillery was taken up
and read.

On motion of Mr. Liddell, Senate messages were taken up.

•Senate bill entitled, "An act*

Bill read second time.

Mr. Liddell offered, the following amendment, which w&3
adopted :*

Mr. Anderson presented series of resolutions as substitute
,

for. Senate joint resolutions in reference to impressment of

slaves., cetton and tobacco.

On motion, first resolution was adopted.

On motion of Mr. .Liddell, substitute and Senate joint reso-

lutions were icdefini tely* postponed by yeas and nays, as

follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bestor, Brown, Barnett, Carroll,

Deason of Jones, Eskriclge, Fox, Foxworth, Gully, Hick3,

Hooker, Hanson, Hendon, Isqtnfj Liddell, LoU, Lewers, M in-

ter, Morehead, Murdock, Mcfjeinore, McLaurin, MeElroy,
McXeill, Owen, Pope, Reagan, Robinson, Staples, Seal of

Harrison, Seal of Hancock, Sessions, Stubbs of Smith, Ste-

phens, Wynne and Yandell— 37.

Nays— Mr. Speaker. Messrs'. Anderson, Arnold, Bradford;

Bromley, Bradley, Barton, Dancer, Daniel, Diilard, Falconer,

Fort, Groy. High, Trby, Jackson, Johnson of DeSoto, John-
sou of Wilkinson, La wry, Montgomery, MeGehee, Powe,
Pinsou, Pruifc, Stricklan, Shelly, Sutton, Tindail, Upshaw.
Wells ad Young—31.

The fo'lowing messages were received from the Senate :

Mr. Speaker : The Senate have passed the following

entitled bills and resolutions :

"An act to amend an act entitled an act to establish a min-
imum for the sale of two millions of State bonds, authorized

to be sold under an act passed at the present session of the

Legislature, approved August loth 1864, and for other pur-

poses."

"An act to confer additional powers on the commissioners
appointed to examine the several military lauds in this Stato."

'MB. not furnished,
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e,An act to settle the accounts of S. L. Hussey, lato Trea-

surer, and for other purposes."

"Ac act to amend nhe second section of an act entitled an

act to punish partie#inaking illegal seizures -.;nd impress-

ments in this State, approved December 7, 1863."

"Resolution in relation to the Lunatic Asylum."
And have concurred in House resolution requesting th»

members of the Legislature to canvass their respective

counties, &c.

The Senate concur in the amendment of the House to the

second amendment of the Senate to House bill entitled, "An
act for the relief of prisoners of war from Mississippi in tli©

prisons of the United State?-"

The Senate insist on their first and third amendment to

said bill, and ask a eommitt.ee of conference tbereon,in which
the concurrence of the House is desired.

Messrs. Moore, Eilett said Mayson have been appointed *u»

said committee on the part of the Senate.

Mr Speaker : The Senate have passed a bill entitled, "An
act for the relief of John B. Carpenter of Jeff rson county;''

and have passed House bill entitled,
uAn act to amend an

ace be;ier to provide for the families of soldiers,''' approved
December yd, .18(53, with sundry amendments thereto, is

which the concurrence of the House w desired.

Senile bill entitled, "An act to repeal an act in relation to

the publication of legal notices," which, on motion of Mr.
Hendon, was >-ead three several times, undor a suspension of
rule, and passed forthwith, title standing as stated.

Senate bill, end tied, "An act for the relief of Juo. B. Car*
pester, of Jefferson county," which, on motion, was lead first

and second time, under a suspension of the rule, and referred

to the committee on Ways and Mean3.
Mr. John-on, of DeSoto, m )vcd to suspend regular order

of business wjili a view of calling up a Senate b 11 entitled,

"An act to amend an act entitled an act for the organization

and disciplining of the militia," &c, which was adopted.

Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, offered as substitute for taid bill a

bill to be entitled, 'x^n act to ame id the militia laws of this

State," which was read first and second time, under a suspen-

sion, of Ike rule.

Feeding which, on motion of Mr. Bradford, Houso ad-

journed until to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock.
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THURSDAY, Makoh 9, 1865.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, the reading of the

minutes was dispensed with.

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved a reconsideration of the

vote for a certain bill for Warren cot ntj which was lost on
yesterday Rejected.

Mr. Murdock asked leave to introduce a bill, which was
refused.

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, called up the militia bill.

Mr. Wynne offered the following amendment :

Provided, that physicians, under forty-five years of age,

and preachers, having no pastoral charge, shall be liable to

duty under the provisions of this act.

Which was lost.

Bill read the third time.

Mr. Tindall called the previous question—the passage of

the bill—which was passed, by yeas and nays, called for

by Messrs, Young, Barton and Gully :

Yeas—Mr. S^^ker, Messrs. Allen, Bradford, Bestor,

Boon, Bradley, Brown, Barnett, Deaso.n of JoneSj Daniel,

Eskridge, Falconer, Fort, Hooker, High, Isom, Jackson,

Johnson of 'DeSoto, Liddell, Lowry, Lewers, Minter,

Morehead, Murdock, McLemore, McGehee, Owen, Rea-
gan, Robinson, Seal of Harrison, Sessions, Sutton, St©-

phens, Tindall, Upshaw, Y^ynne, Yandell—37.

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Arnold, Bromley, Barton.

-Carroll, Dancer, Dillard, Fox, Foxworth, Guliy, Gray,

Hicks, Hanson, Hendon, Irby, Johnson of Wilkinson*

Lolit, Montgomery, McLaurin, McElroy, McNeill, Pope,

'Pounds, Pinson, Staples, Stricklan, Shelly, Stubbs of

Smith, Wells, Young—31.

The following message was received from the Senate :

Mr. Speaker : The Senate have concurred in the House
amendment to Senate bill, entitled an act to amend an act

to prevent the distillation of spirits and to declare distil-

leries to be public and common nuisances, and to authorize

the same to be abated and for ether purposes, approved

April 5, 1865.

The Senate insist on their amendment to House bill, en-

titled an act to secure the prompt settlement of outstaiui-
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ing claims against tlie Quartermaster's Department of the

State of Mississippi.

And have adopted a joint resolution, entitled "Resolu-
tion in reference to holding courts."

And have passed the following entitled House bills :

An act for the relief of Col. T. C. Ashcraft.

An act to amend an act entitled an act to prevent the

distillation of spirituous liquors and to declare distilleries

to be public and common nuisances, and to authorize the
same to be abated, and for other purposes, approved April

5„ 1865, with amendments thereto.

An act toa-epeal an act entitled an act to procure cotton
and wool cards for indigent families of soldiers and citizens

of this State, app roved December 9, 1863.
An act in relation to the compensation of members of

the Legislature, etc., with amendments to the bill and title.

And have adopted the following entitled joint resolu-

tions :

Resolution of thanks to citizens of Columbus.
Also, resolution of adjournment.
Mr. Dancer offered the following resa&Jrion, which was

adopted :

Resolved, That the thanks of this Hous<s arc hereby
tendered to Milton Brown, President of Mobile and Ohio
Railroad, for his kindness in furnishing an extra train for

the accommodation of the members.
On motion ol Mr. Seal, of Harrison, the bill to be en-

titled, an act to provide compensation for members of the
Legislature, wras called up.

The Senate substitute was read firsi? time, and on mo-
rion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, the rule was suspended and
.Senate amendments concurred in. *

• On motion of Mr. Barton, House concurred in Senate
amendments to House bill entitled an act to amend an act
entitled an act to prevent the distillation of spirituous li-

quors and to declare the distilleries to be public and com-
mon nuuisances, and to authorize the same to be abated,
»nd for other purposes, approved April 5, 1S64.

Mr. Powe called up Senate bill, entitled an act to au-
thorize tax collectors to refund certain monies therein
named ; and, •

On his further motiou, the constitutional rule was su*-



106

pended, the bill read three several times, and^passed forth-

with.

Mr. Murdock called up Senate bill to be entitled an act

amendatory of an act providing for the examination of

the offices of Auditor of Public Accounts and State Treas-

urer, approved December 1, 1863, and the amendments
thereof, April 12, 1S64.

On motion of Mr. Murdock, rule was suspended and bill

read second time.

On motion of Mr. Stricklan, the House resolved itself

into committee of the whole, for the consideration of said

bill, Mr. Stricklan in the chair.

After a short time spent therein, the Committee rose,

reported bill back to the House, with the recommendation
that the bill do pass ; which, on motion of Mr. Stricklan,

was received and agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Stricklan, the rule was suspended, the

bill read third time and passed.

Mr. Upshaw called up Senate bill entitled an act to

change the wime of Laura and 'George Tice, which, on
motion of Mr. Up^h^w^was read the third time and the

bill passed, the title landing as stated.

House concurred in Senate resolution relative to De-
partment commander.
On motion of Mr. Johnson of Wilkinson, House con-

curred in Senate resolution in reference to holding courts,

by yeas and nays, called for by Messrs. Seal of Harrison,

I

Barton and Foxworth.
Yeas—Mr. SpeaKer, Messrs. A iderson, Allen, Arnold,

Bradford, Bestor, Bromley, Boon, Bradley^ Brown, Car-
1 rojl, Daniel, Eskridge, Fox, Gray, Hooker, Hanson, High,
I Hendpn, Isom, Irby, Jackson, Johnson of DeSoto, John-
i son of Wilkinson, Lott, Lowry, Murdock, McLemore,
1 McNeill, Owen, Pounds, Robinson, Staples, Sutton, Stubbs
of Smitn, Stephens, Tindall—37.

Nnys— Messrs. Barton, Dillard, Foxworth, Falconer,

Fort, Gully, Hicks, Liddell, Morehead, Montgomery,
McGehee, Pope, Powe, Pinson, Reagan, Seal of Harrison,

Stricklan, Seal of Hancock, Upshaw, Wells, Wynne, Yan-
dell—22.

Mr. Murdock called up Senate bill to be entitled an act

lo ^mend an act entitled an act to establish a minimum for
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the sale of two millions of State bonds, authorized to ba
sold under an act passed at the present session of the

Legislature, approved August 13, 1864, and for other pur-

poses ; which, on motion of Mr. Murdock, was read thre«

several times, under a suspension of the rule, and passed

forthwith, the title standing as staed.

Mr. Murdock from the Committee on "Ways and Me;yia
reported a. bill, to be entitled an act miking ceriain appro-

priation^ therein named, which, on his motion, was read

second time.

Mr. Reagan moved to go into committee of the whole, for

consideration of said bill, Mr. Reagan in the chair.

.After short time spent therein, the committee rose, re-

portecl bill back to t lie- House, wiih recommend a, ion that it.

do pass which, on motion of Mr. Heag-n, was received and
agreed to ; and, on his further motion, bill read third time

and passed, title standing as stated.

The following message* was received from the Governor :

An act to pay the members of the Legislature attending

the called session in f ebruary, 1865k «

Mr. Mad'oVk, from the Committee r-n Wa}-

s and Means,
made the following report : H«

Mr. Speaker-: The Committee on Claims, to whom
was referred a.bill, entitled an act for the relief of l\ter

Rateliffe; Sheriff of Amite county, have instructed me in

report it back, with the recommendation that it d<> pass.

Mr. Murdock, from the Committee on Ways and Mean;,
-made the ioilov nig report :

Mr. Speaker : The special committee to whom was re-

ferred a petition i'rjtn the physicians and drogeidta of

Lowndes county; also the petition of R. G. Miller and James
Hemphill

; aUo a bill to be entitled, "Au act io repeal cer-

tain portions of an net entitled an act to prevent the distiiia-.

tion of s'pi!-itrious liquors, and to declare distilleries,to be a
public and common nuisance, to authorize the same to by

abated, and for other purposes ;" also an act relative to dis-

tilleries, have instructed me to report that as the subject

matter of said peiitions and bill have been acted upoh by the

House, they ask to be discharged from the further considera-

tion of them.

Which, on his motion, was received and agreed to."

*Hii. not furnished.
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The following mes?a£c was received from the Senate :

Mb. Speaker : The Senate have parcel Housebill entitled,

"An act For the relief of destitute families of soldiers in cer-

tain counties and for other purposes." with an amendment
thereto, iu which the concurrence of the House is desired.

Also, House bill entitled, "Art act making certain appro-

priations therein named," with sundry amendments iherefo,

and passed, title standing as e^ ted.

Mr. Upsfraw moved that the House agree to the request

)sf the Senate asking a committee of conference upon bill ap-

pointing commissioners to visit prisoners from the State of

Mississippi in United States prisons, wluch was adopted..

The Speaker appointed as said committee on the part of

-he House, Aleesrs-. Uusliaw, Gully, Yandell, Boon and Brad-
ford.

Mr. Johnson, from Committee on Enrolled Bills, made tli.«

allowing report

:

!
i\ir. Spkakkr : Tiie Committee on Enrollments have ex

-

mined bills of the following titles, and finding them correefc-

f enrolled, have this day submitted them to the Governor
)r his approval and signature :

An act to amend an act entitled "An act to better provid*

>r families of soldiers." approved December 9th, I8ti3.

An act to pay members of the Legislature attending the

tiled ses.-iou in February, 1865.

An act to repeal an act entitled an act to procure cotton

id wool cards for indigent families of soldiers and citizens

this State, approved December Oth, 13G3.

An act for the relief of Col. T. C. Ashcraft.

An act tu amend an act entitled an act to prevent the dic-

tation of spirituous liquors., and to declare distilleries to it*

blic and common nuisances, and to authorize the game to

abated, approved April 5th, 1864.

An act to amend the militia laws of this Slate.

An act to authorize tax collectors to refund certain monies
jjrein named.
A.n act to secure the prompt payment of outstanding claims

ainst the Quartermasters Department of the State ©f Mia-
iippi.

An act making certain appropriations therein named.
mv. Upshaw, i'rom committee of conference, upon the disa-

blement of t e two Houses upon bill to be entitled, 'An &«t

authorize the appointment of commissioners to visit ih*

soners from this State in northern prisons, made the fol-

ing report

:
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Mr. Speaker : The conference committee on the part of

the House to whom was referred the differences between the

House and the Senate on the bill in reterence to visiting the

northern prisons, beg leave tc report that the Senate amend-
ments be agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Reagan the bill and amendments wore
indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, tailed Tip Senate message, being-

amendments to House bill making certain appropriations

• herein named, which, on motion of Mr. Seal, wa£ received

and agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Reagan. Senate resolution in relation to

adjournment was amended by inserting y A. M. to-morrow.

Souse, on motion of Mr. Seal of Harrison, took, recess

until one o'clock, P. ii.

fc 1-2 o'clock, p. ii.

The recess having •expired Hor.se resumed its session.

No quorum being present House adjourned until 9 A. M. to-

morrow morniog.

FRIDAY, March 10, 1865.

v
* i

Tho hour Laving arrived for adjournment the Speaker

declared the House adjourned sine. ate.

v LOCK E. HOUSTON,
Speaker of inc House Rtp.

Robt. C. Miller. Clerk House Hep.
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